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From the Heart
On the cover:
St. Augustine saw beauty as a life-saving force
in our lives,“a plank amid the waves of the sea.”
It is his Rule – the Rule of Augustine – that St. Norbert
adopted for his order, so it seems especially fitting to reflect upon
his words as we explore, in this issue, the nature of the beautiful.
Faithful stewardship is a cornerstone of Norbertine practice and it’s a
responsibility that the college community has taken very much to
heart. One of the many blessings that we reap is our collective
ownership of a beautiful campus – the campus that
the sparrow on our cover surveys from his perch
atop the rotunda of the Welcome Center.
Cover photo: Mike Roemer.

It was the Friday evening of Commencement weekend, and Deb and I were
about to attend the Dudley Birder Chorale’s annual “America Sings” concert (with
about 725 of our closest friends!) at the Walter Theatre.
But it was a little early to go in yet, and besides, it was a classic late-spring
evening in Wisconsin. The temperature was about 70 degrees, there was the gentlest
of breezes, and the blue of the cloudless sky was just turning that special shade of
turquoise it does once the sun slips toward the horizon.
As we sat down on the semicircular stoop in front of Main Hall, Deb and
I couldn’t help but notice that dozens and dozens of other concertgoers had the
same idea we did. It was simply too beautiful to be inside.
Campus looked especially smashing, with its gardens in bloom and emerald
carpets of grass running out in every direction. We were reminded again that this
is a magical time of year around here.
Of course, the same could be said of early spring, when the flowering trees
are all in bloom. Or early fall, when the leaves on those same trees are putting on
a Technicolor display. Or after the first snowfall of the year, when the blanket of
white is still pristine. Or in early summer, when thousands of people – old, young
and in the middle – crowd around the gazebo stage on our waterfront to take in
another great Knights on the Fox concert.
I wasn’t around to know what was going on in Father Bernard Pennings’
head when he settled on this particular spot, a prominent bend on a stately river,
for his new college. But we can be sure of one thing – he selected one of the most
picturesque locations in all of northeast Wisconsin, then or now.
There are many perquisites to being employed by a college, but certainly
high on the list is being able to go to work every day in an environment so fully
enveloped in beauty. This is no accident, of course. For as long as colleges have
existed, they have tried to cultivate a physical aesthetic to inspire the intellectual
aesthetic. That’s one reason why the still-lamented Father Anselm Keefe was so
determined to plant this campus with every species of tree native to Wisconsin –
as a living botany laboratory, certainly, but also out of the Norbertine notion of
beautifying the place you call home, wherever and whatever it is.
Nor do trees and grass and flowers take care of themselves. We have a talented
and dedicated grounds crew. They patrol the place with a great and constant
vigilance. There is pruning, weeding, watering, mulching, mowing to be done … it
never ends. The head of our grounds department, Dean Kumbalek, surely wearies
of presidential nudges about this flowerbed or that overgrown hedge. But if he does,
he’s too politic to say so.
Finally, there’s the tremendous care that goes into the look and design of every
building on campus, whether we’re remodeling or starting anew. Colleges and
universities tend to adopt one of two architectural philosophies. They either choose
a single style and basically stay with it, or they simply let the facilities they build
reflect the times in which they’re built, resulting in an eclectic mix.
There’s nothing wrong with the latter approach, of course, but for many
people – including me – the former is preferable. Around here, red brick says
St. Norbert, it says warmth, it says college. It says home.
Beautiful.

Reflecting the mission statement of the college,
St. Norbert College Magazine links the institution’s
past and present by chronicling its academic, cultural,
spiritual and co-curricular life.
College President
Thomas Kunkel
Vice President for Enrollment Management
and Communications
Bridget Krage O’Connor ’93
Director of Communications and Design
Drew Van Fossen
Editor
Susan Allen
Contributing Writers
Mike Dauplaise ’84
Nicole Jagielski ’12
Laurie Kaiser
Jeff Kurowski
Melanie Radzicki McManus ’83
Kimberly Niesing ’14
Hannah Grace Schmitt ’13
Tony Staley
Lisa Strandberg
Kim (Lopas) Sullivan ’95
Heidi Trembinski
Contributing Photographers
Leivur Djurhuus ’12
Mike Roemer
Craig Stencel ’98
Jerry Turba ’74
Steve Woit
Please submit letters, articles and other material to:
Susan Allen, Editor
Office of Communications
St. Norbert College
100 Grant Street
De Pere, WI 54115-2099
e-mail: magazine@snc.edu
phone: (920) 403-3048
fax: (920) 403-4010
Printing: Independent Inc., De Pere

On

Ca m Pu S

Outdoor music series marks its first 10 years
During the very first song at the very first
Knights on the Fox concert, Theresa RosikGeurts ’83 whispered in her husband’s ear: “This
is great! I want to be a part of it.” Rosik-Geurts
became a sponsor of the series and, 10 summers
later, the momentum has not slowed.
Knights on the Fox, St. Norbert’s summer
concert series, began after Ed Thompson
attended an event in Portland, Ore., and realized
that hosting a similar concert series would make
good use of the campus marina that he and his
wife, Sally, helped fund. The event grew quickly.
“When attendance hit 1,000, we knew
that we struck a chord with what the audience
wanted,” says Bridget Krage O’Connor ’93
(Enrollment Management and Communications).
“We keep the talent and emcees local so that we

Housing fits the bill
Interns working at a large health insurance
company benefit from college accommodation
this summer. The group of eight are staying in
the Manion Townhouse Village, an on-campus
location just a short commute from their West
De Pere office.
James Nick, of Humana’s actuarial
department, says: “We very much value our
growing relationship with St. Norbert College.
Arranging for our interns to stay and experience
some of what the campus has to offer has been a
great experience. Early feedback from our interns
is extremely positive.”

Abbot Gary Neville
elected to a second term
The Norbertines of St. Norbert Abbey made
history with their May 4, 2012, abbatial election,
in which 54 priests and brothers re-elected the
Rt. Rev. Gary Neville, O.Praem., ’73, as their
abbot. He is the only man to have been twice
elected to the post.
Neville will serve a second consecutive nineyear term. In an election conducted by the Most
Rev. Thomas Handgrätinger, O.Praem., abbot
general of the Norbertine order, Neville and his
brethren voted first to determine the length of the
abbatial term – usually six, nine or 12 years –

4
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and then to choose the man to serve in the role.
“I hope to see us grow spiritually in a world
where we are so busy,” Neville says. “I want
to help us as a group to focus on our life as
Norbertines in maybe new and challenging ways;
to be creative while
caring for the needs
of the church and the
world.”
Neville, a native
of Green Bay, is a
graduate of Premontre
High School, where
he later served as an
The Rt. Rev. Gary
English teacher, registrar
Neville, O.Praem., ’73
and vice principal. He
currently sits on the board of Notre Dame de la
Baie Academy, housed in the former Premontre
building. He has also served on the college’s
board of trustees.

Creative disciplines
work in concert
A performance collaboration between
Yi Lan Niu (Music) and April Beiswenger
(Theatre Studies) culminated in a Walter Theatre
event last semester. For “The Shape of Words,”
Beiswenger interpreted the texts of the voice
professor’s program selection in four changes
of costume that enhanced the interpretation of
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connect the community to the college.”
Some things have changed over the last
10 years. The marina’s gazebo, the stage for
most Knights on the Fox performers, has been
expanded to make it easier for young audience
members to interact with children’s artists.
Thompson says, “It’s been a delight to watch it
grow, and the committees that run it each year
have gotten better and better.”
When the planning is over and the music
begins, you’ll see Rosik-Geurts and her husband,
Chuck ’82, dancing and encouraging others.
“My very favorite concert memory is of watching a
4-year-old bouncing and dancing to the music,”
says Rosik-Geurts. “The toddler was totally
engaged in the moment, and that is the way
everyone should be enjoying the concerts.”
the music. Stephen Rupsch (Theatre Studies)
provided consultation on stage movement and
Elaine Moss (Music) was the pianist.
Beiswenger, who based her pieces on Klimt,
Bakst and McQueen, says: “When choosing the
costume styles for Dr. Niu, I wanted designs
that would match her boundless voice and her
infectious exuberance. This project started as
simple as ‘I want to make clothes for you’ and
developed into a bigger concept: the mixture of
two different arts into one unified form. I wanted
to ask the questions: Do the words shape the
song? Does the song shape the singer? Does the
cloth make the clothes? Does the art/artist shape
the world for the short time the work is viewed?”

Workshop collaboration
helps Ugandan library
A model for collections development, in use
at the Mulva Library, was the topic of a series of
workshops at Makarere University in Kampala,
Uganda, led by Kristin Vogel (Library).
“This particular model is called WLN
Conspectus and works well regardless of whether
a library is collecting traditional books or jumping
off into e-book acquisitions,” Vogel explains.
Vogel and her professional counterparts
at Makarere found common ground in collections
development as they pursued an ambitious
agenda during the February series. “I can’t go

in and tell somebody how to do something,”
Vogel says. “I can only discuss what has been
researched and understood at my university,
and it becomes a collaborative experience. A
piece of what we’re all trying to do is to navigate
the transition from print to digital collections for
our local communities. Everywhere has limited
resources. Their budgets are even more limited
than ours.”
The Ugandan research librarians learned
the internationally recognized model and,
throughout the four-day event, applied it to their
local situation. As a result, they completed the
course with policy work in hand and a project
plan for moving forward.

Video project offers
a quite different take
Interviews with more than 100 students,
faculty and staff provided material for a video
that explores diversity at the college.
Director Stephaine Villanova ’15
challenged her subjects to think of stereotypes
others might identify them with, in addition
to a quality that identified them uniquely as
an individual. “I eventually scheduled 110
interviews over the course of two months,” she
says. “Some interviews took two minutes while
others took two hours. By sitting with each
person and talking
to them about what
Web Extra
diversity means and
A diverse community
what might be some
speaks out.
snc.edu/go/magazine different identifiers,
my simple movie was
transformed into a social experiment regarding
diversity. I did not expect people to go into as
much depth as they did. It challenged people to
not only look at themselves from an outsider’s
perspective but challenged them to view
themselves.”
The video had its first official screening
at a Multicultural
Student Services event
this spring, and has
since been launched
on YouTube.

Major conference on sport and society in
America hits a home run in its second outing

Sportswriter Cliff Christl (left) moderates a panel discussion on the rise of the Green Bay Packers. Joining
the conversation, Packers chairman emeritus Bob Harlan (center) and former general manager Ron Wolf.

Kevin Quinn (Economics) knows it could
be challenging to top this year’s edition of
“A Mirror of Our Culture: Sport & Society in
America.” That’s because, in only its second
offing, the conference hit a level of content
that exceeded Quinn’s most ambitious original
goals. Riding a speaker slate of giants of
the sporting world, including Major League
Baseball commissioner Bud Selig and ESPN
executive chairman George Bodenheimer, the
three-day event provided the ideal setting for
attendees to network and share their expertise.
“Part of the charm of the event is the
intimacy it has,” Quinn says. “The attendance
was right where we wanted – 127 registrants
and about 200 people overall. They were able
to get to know each other a little bit, and we’re
really happy with the way it came off.”
Wayne Larrivee, play-by-play announcer
on the Green Bay Packers Radio Network, kicked
off the conference with the presentation “What
the Packers Mean to Green Bay and Wisconsin.”
The broadcast veteran also served as emcee for
the conference, and later he moderated a panel
discussion entitled “Life After Pro Football:
Perspectives and Transition,” featuring former
players Ahman Green and Bryce Paup.
Sportswriter and author Cliff Christl
moderated a panel discussion featuring
Packers former general manager Ron Wolf and
chairman emeritus Bob Harlan. The two men
joined Christl in “Resurrecting a Downtrodden
Team: The Green Bay Packers from Post-
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Giving the opening address, commissioner of Major
League Baseball Bud Selig talks about the state of
baseball in the 21st century.

Lombardi Famine to Model NFL Franchise.”
Breakout sessions featured experts from
around the world, and the conference concluded
with a presentation by Marti Wronski ’94,
vice president and general counsel for the
Milwaukee Brewers.
“We could build a conference around any
one of these speakers, and we were fortunate
enough to get all of them,” Quinn says. “It’s a
tribute to the people associated with St. Norbert
College. These speakers knew someone here,
and alumni can be proud that their alma mater
has connections to people as high up as you
can get in this industry.”
Key presentations from the conference
are posted on the college’s YouTube
channel at www.youtube.com/stnorbertcollege.
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New concert venue
named for Dudley Birder

Class of 2012
A fine morning dawned for Commencement 2012, a historic day
that saw the college graduate the first students from both its
Master of Liberal Studies program, and from the nursing program
it offers in partnership with Green Bay’s
Web Extras Bellin College of Nursing.
• A photo gallery
showcases the
Commencement
celebration.
• Watch student
speaker Joanna
Holzhaeuser address
her classmates.
snc.edu/go/magazine

Cardinal Francis George, archbishop
of Chicago, addressed the graduating
class. Honorary degrees were bestowed
on George, the Rev. Rowland De Peaux,
O.Praem., ’48 (see facing page), and
Bill Auriemma ’77, outgoing chairman
of the college’s board of trustees.

Top: In total, 468 degrees were conferred. The Class of 2012 includes
15 graduating with master’s degrees and 33 international students.
One hundred and nineteen students graduated with honors. Left,
above: Commencement speaker Cardinal Francis George. Left:
student speaker Joanna Holzhaeuser ’12.

For decades, Dudley Birder (Music
Theatre) has shared his time and talents with
northeast Wisconsin. Now “the Music Man,” as
he’s affectionately known, will have his name
attached to a special building.
At the annual “America Sings” concert in
May, President Tom Kunkel announced that
St. Boniface Church, former home of the campus
bookstore, is to be remodeled as a performance
venue and will be named Dudley Birder Hall.
“This is a wonderful tribute to Dudley Birder
and all he has meant to St. Norbert College and,
really, the entire community,” says Kunkel. “For
more than half a century, he has taught and
influenced countless students and touched the
lives of everyone in this region who loves music
and musical theater. And since so much of his
work has been devoted to sacred music, we think
it is especially apt that the newest incarnation of
this grand old church will be called Dudley Birder
Hall.”
The $1.7 million project, supported by
donors, will convert the church into a performance
space. It will hold about 200 seats and will be
used for recitals, chamber concerts and public
lectures. It will also be used for Dudley Birder
Chorale rehearsals. Much of the work will involve
installing professionally designed, custom-made
acoustical materials for state-of-the-art sound
quality. The project is expected to start in July,
with a projected finish date in December.
Dudley Birder joined the music faculty in
1958, and over the past five decades he has
developed and led musical initiatives that have
brought together the campus and surrounding
community.

Food, fellowship nurture
Muslims in community
Muslims at St. Norbert are benefiting from
changes that have made the campus increasingly
hospitable to their faith.
A new prayer space on the third floor
of the Mulva Library gives Muslim members
of the community a place to gather for worship.
Last November the college also arranged
a celebration of Eid al-Adha, the Muslim
feast that commemorates the willingness

6

st.

		

norbert

college

m a g a z i n e

s u m m e r

2 0 1 2

Rich opportunities profit student editor

Capped with honor

Little did Gretchen Panzer ’12 realize,
when she applied for an editorial internship as
an incoming student, that she was on her way
to accumulating a résumé-filling treasure chest
of editing and collaborative opportunities.
“I didn’t even realize it was a paid
position at the time,” Panzer says of her initial
internship with North Wind, the academic
journal edited by John Pennington ’80
(English). “I just thought it looked like a fun
project I could do with a professor.”
By the time Panzer graduated this May,
she had also worked as an assistant editor
for the St. Norbert-published literary journals
of Sigma Tau Delta, the international English
honor society; coached fellow students at the
Writing Center; and performed copyediting and
research for a total of four book manuscripts
authored by members of the English faculty.
“To do that as an undergrad is unheard
of,” says Karlyn Crowley (English). “It’s an
arduous task, making a manuscript error-free.
The English department had six books come

The Rev. Rowland De Peaux, O.Praem.,
’48, recognized with an honorary degree at this
year’s Commencement ceremony, is treasured
for his long career of teaching and ministry at
the college. And he’s a fixture on campus in
another sense, too: He
is its longest-standing
resident. De Peaux has
made his name on
campus since 1944,
as student, residence
hall counselor and
St. Joseph Priory resident.
He has served under all
The Rev. Rowland
De Peaux, O.Praem., ’48 seven presidents and
seen more than half
the college’s history unfold on his doorstep. It’s
a history in which he himself has played many
roles.
He first taught French at St. Norbert in the
1948-49 academic year, when the college saw a
large influx of GIs following World War II. He would
later teach at St. Norbert High School, Southeast
Catholic High School, Bishop Neumann High
School in Philadelphia and Premontre High School
in Green Bay. In 1960, he returned to St. Norbert
to teach French and Spanish. For 26 years, he
served as director of the college’s language
laboratory, and was also to serve as chair of the
department of modern foreign languages. He was
prefect in both Berne (later Burke) Hall and in
Sensenbrenner Hall, and
advisor to the Sigma Tau
Web Extra
Gamma fraternity. House
De Peaux remembers
superior of the priory,
Vince Lombardi’s
arrival on campus.
De Peaux retired as
snc.edu/go/magazine professor of French and
Spanish in 1991, with
the title of professor emeritus. He was appointed
to the alumni board in 1994 and continues to
serve as the alumni board chaplain.
De Peaux is still very active in parish
ministry and is a lifelong and passionate
international traveler. His other great love is
music: He has performed in various Music Theatre
productions on campus and has been singing
with the Dudley Birder Chorale for 38 years.
Honored with the college’s prestigious Alma
Mater award in 2002, De Peaux received this
May the highest academic honor the college can
bestow, its Doctor of Laws degree.

out last year, and she edited three of them.
We all owe a debt to her [for producing] better
scholarship because of her extremely careful
proofreading.”
Panzer parlayed her experience into a spot
in the women’s and gender studies doctoral
program at Indiana University, one of the top
programs of its kind in the country. She plans
to become a college professor.
“I’m glad I was able to do work I find so
much fun,” she says. “I could have worked as a
waitress and made more money, but these jobs
were in my field and I was doing things I really
love to do.”
Panzer and Crowley are working together
on an article they hope to have in draft form
by August. It’s the first time Crowley has
co-written an article with a student.
“I hope presenting at a major conference
is next,” Crowley says. “I hope this is a lifelong
collaboration. The experience and awards she
has achieved are rare for a graduate student,
let alone an undergrad.”

Gretchen Panzer ’12 (left) works with Karlyn Crowley (English) as both coauthor and editor.

of Abraham (Ibrahim) to sacrifice his son
in obedience to God’s command.
This spring, Phil’s added halal chicken
to its menu. The word halal, or “permitted,”
marks a food as lawful under Islamic dietary
guidelines, which require respectful treatment
of animals and limited pain at slaughter.
Marcy O’Malley (International
Education) sees gestures like these as
stemming directly from St. Norbert’s roots as
a Catholic institution. “The college feels that

supporting all religious faiths is an expression
of the Norbertine value of communio and
an opportunity to enrich the SNC academic
environment,” she says.
Muslim students have expressed their
gratitude. “It is not anymore just about us
adopting SNC culture, but it is about SNC
adopting students’ cultures, too,” says Jamilya
Sauranbayeva ’12. “All the steps toward
making Muslim students more comfortable had
a great impact on us.”
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Congratulations to our graduating interns

Economists meet for
“Conversations”
Ecuadorian economist Pablo Lucio Paredes
interviewed with Kevin Quinn (Economics)
for a spring edition of “Conversations from
St. Norbert College.” Paredes, a professor of
economics at the Universidad de San Francisco
de Quito, chatted with Quinn about matters
both professional and personal, including his
journey to becoming an
Web Extra
economist, his
experiences as a media
Paredes speaks on
personality and his work
Ecuador, economics
and more.
with the Ecuadorian
snc.edu/go/magazine
government.
Paredes, who contributed his expertise to
the most recent Ecuadorian constitution, offered
a fairly optimistic depiction of his country: “We
have problems like any country, but I think when
people go there they say, ‘Well, Ecuador’s better
than we thought, no?’ What’s an average country
in the world? It’s better than what you think.”
The two economists ended the interview by
discussing a common interest: sports. “When I
came here,” Paredes said, “I had my friend, Bob
Boyer, who was the great organizer of my visit
here ... I was telling him, ‘I will go to Green Bay
with one condition – it’s to have tickets for a
Packers’ game.’ ”
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It is always bittersweet to bid farewell to
our senior publications interns, but who could
begrudge this year’s pair their bright futures?
Nicole Jagielski ’12 (left) started her
career in the office of communications with two
significant assignments: She authored the piece
on benchmark findings on regime shifts in lake
ecosystems that appeared in the June 2011 issue
of @St. Norbert – and, she was pressed into
service when we needed a model to complete our
Summer 2011 magazine cover shot. From then
on, the English major did not look back: writing
on a wide range of subjects; bringing leadership
to our intern team; and inspiring the launch of
the magazine editor’s blog (at home.snc.edu/
susanallen). And you can read about her work on
behalf of the Australian embassy on page 25 of
this issue. She heads next to law school at Loyola

University, Chicago.
Leivur Djurhuus ’12, an international
student from the Faeroe Islands, came to us this
year as student photographer. The portfolio he
has developed during his four-year career at
St. Norbert includes professional assignments
for this magazine and other college publications;
class assignments; and work undertaken for his
Baroque Series and other personal projects. (You
can find out more about the art major’s awardwinning work on page 25.) We truly value the
fresh perspective he brought to our team.
He looks forward to a career in photography.
These two could not have done a better
job as ambassadors for the office and its
publications, on campus and off, and it is with
true gratitude and affection that we wish them
well as they set sail on wider seas.

Musical favorite returns

pupils the chance to win a college scholarship.
Katie Steinfeldt ’12, this year’s lead co-chair,
says, “The scholarships allow students to come
to St. Norbert, if they choose, with the Presidential
Scholarship already in hand.”
Advisor John Frohliger (Mathematics) says
the students organize the bulk of the event. “It’s
a good reflection on St. Norbert’s math program,”
he says. “Some of the students who attend wind
up at St. Norbert and even major in math.”

Join Music Theatre for its 51st season as
the troupe performs “The Sound of Music” later
this month.
This award-winning Broadway musical
retells the story of a spirited woman from
Nonnberg Convent who is sent to work as a
governess for the children of a widowed naval
captain.
Producer and artistic director Dudley
Birder says: “Our production is quite elaborate,
equal to what you’d see in New York. It’s done
very, very professionally, and we have a very large
staff … although we have local talent, they’re
very experienced, and equal to what you’d see in
a traveling professional production.”
Like many theaters, Music Theatre has a
history with “The Sound of Music.” “This is the
third time we’ve done it,” Birder notes. “It’s
another generation.”

School math contest
equals a win, times 30
A student-run contest that bestows a
college scholarship on its winner has drawn
mathematically gifted students to campus for
three decades. Now in its 30th year, Math Club’s
annual High School Math Competition has given

s u m m e r

2 0 1 2

Language classes feed
appetite for learning
A new offering from Language Services,
served up this spring, allowed participants to
prepare and taste authentic homemade foods
from Germany and Italy while learning foreignlanguage food phrases along the way.
“With typical language classes, students
always ask about food, which becomes a central
theme of the class,” says Kristina Reignier
(Language Services). “The community has
cooking classes, but nothing specific to each
culture. That gave us the idea to do something
that complemented both needs.”
Tastebud Traveler Tuesdays gave language
learners a chance to prepare sausage and
sauerkraut, ragout and ravioli, while developing
their communication skills.

Beautiful to me
We put a single
question to members of
our extended community.
We wanted to know,
“What is it, here at
St. Norbert College,
that is beautiful to you?”
Their varied answers
build up a layered and
lovely composite, an
image of a unique place.

in Milwaukee, Wis. “I find
beauty in the blossoming
minds of my students, in
the inquisitive spirits of
my colleagues, and so very
strongly I find beauty in the
Holy Spirit that fills the air on
the grounds of the campus,
the halls of our buildings,
and the classrooms all
around. Of course I feel this
Spirit inside Old St. Joe’s, but
when I leave St. Joe’s I do
not feel as though the Spirit
was kept inside. I carry the
Holy Spirit with me as I teach
my classes, learn from my
colleagues, and engage with
Q
my students. To me, this is a
place of wonderment, of God,
Debi Faase (Teacher
and of home. St. Norbert is a
Education) came to
part of me and its beauty is
St. Norbert after a
something I carry with me,
career as a teacher and
elementary school principal and have carried with me, for
A member of the crew
team, Rebecca Larsen ’12 is
out on the river long before
most of us are reaching for
our first cup of coffee. “It’s
really calming when the river
is super-smooth and you’re
the only thing disrupting
the water. The rest of the
world isn’t awake yet but
the creatures are. There are
geese and pelicans moving
overhead. There’s a kayaker
who is usually out and says
hello. Early, there is mist
on the water. It can be very
relaxing."
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almost 30 years of teaching.
Where do I find beauty at
St. Norbert College? The real
question is, where don’t I?”

Q
The Rev. Joseph Tamas
Kelenyi, O.Praem., of
Hungary, is studying at
the ESL Institute. He is
struck by the architectural
harmony and thoughtful
design of his temporary
home. “It is clearly visible
when we see the old statues
and the brand-new elements
next to each other. The old
and the new, the classical
and the modern, history and

the future get along well
and complement each other.
This attractive harmony
communicates unity and
peace both inside the
buildings and out.”

Q

The training regimen of a
champion athlete led Jenny
Scherer ’11 to appreciate
her college from all sides.
“Running across the bridge
from downtown De Pere back
toward St. Norbert – seeing
the sunlight shimmer off
the water and getting a
great view of the gorgeous
brick buildings on campus.
Beautiful and different in all
four seasons! Doesn’t get
much better than that!”
Q

10

st.

		

norbert

college

m a g a z i n e

s u m m e r

Amber Vlasnik ’02 was
among readers who chimed
in via the magazine’s
Facebook page. “I distinctly
remember sitting outside one
spring evening and listening
to my friends laugh together
and speak at least four
languages. Thinking of those
sounds makes me happy, and
it was indeed beautiful.”

others is counterbalanced
by a rootedness firmly
established in what we

For Blake Henson (Music),
our question struck a
deeper chord. “There is a
duality of being an artist
and the challenges that the

artistic path brings. However,
there isn’t a clear paradigm
for allowing the artistic
opposites within oneself
to harmoniously co-exist.
For a period of my creative
life, it felt so much better
(and easier) to just do one
rather than keep the two in
perspective and balance. I
could be in a spiritual place
or a grounded place. But it
is now very clear that being
truly centered requires us to
be and to live in this mystical
‘crossing point.’ This is the
point in us where our desire
for human connection to

His latest role as campus
ombudsperson means
Ken Zahorski (English,
Emeritus) is on campus
several times a week.
“Beauty is being startled
into joy by the autumnal
gold of the colony of birch
overarching the benches in
the rest area between Boyle
and JMS. Beauty is walking
down the corridor of Boyle
Hall during peak classroom
occupancy and witnessing
the contagious passion of
instructors as they guide their

students down the paths of
learning. Beauty is in the
joyful caper of a colleague
minutes after being told
s/he has received tenure.
Beauty is the first day of
class when everything seems
possible, and the last day
of class when a student
writes at the end of an exam
paper, ‘Thanks for the class.
I learned more than I ever
thought I would.’ Beauty
is in the face of a student
finally mastering a concept

that has been as elusive
as the philosopher’s stone.
Beauty is receiving an e-mail
from a student you had in
class a quarter of a century
ago telling you that that
experience changed his/her

Q
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Henson’s “August
Moonrise” falls lovely
on the ear.
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believe to be so – a ‘force,’
as M.C. Richards states, that
goes up into the light and
down into the ground; a love
for others and an affirmation
to love oneself; an ability
to use breath to share the
fragility of our inner core
with others and ourselves;
the ability to move between
hard focus and soft focus;
the ability to understand
and perceive our circles
of attention; the ability to
deeply understand where all
these opposite impulses exist
harmoniously within us.”

Colorado native Jessica
Novitsky ’05 remembers
what it was like to find her
feet at St. Norbert.
“I picked Burke as a dorm two
years in a row. Call me crazy,

Q

Q

wife [Natalie Hilsgen ’98]
and I graduated, and we
were so impressed with
the transformation that we
decided to be married on
campus, 10 years ago this
month.”

life. Beauty is the treasure
trove of memories retired
professors carry with them for
the rest of their lives.”

Q
For artist Brian Danaher
’98, the arrival of June
brings memories to mind.
“There are so many beautiful
things about St. Norbert: the
buildings, the colorful trees
in the fall, not to mention
all the memories that come
rushing back when walking
the campus. If I had to pick

but I loved the beautiful old
building. More importantly,
it was where I met six of the
most amazing people I have
ever known. Ten years later,
I still have to say that the
‘717 girls’ are probably the
most awesome part of my
memories of my time at
St. Norbert, and are my
closest friends. The beautiful
part is that I know I’m not the
only St. Norbert grad who has
had that experience. Finding
those lifelong friends is
something that I think every
one of our alumni shares.”

Q

one thing, it would be Old
St. Joseph Church. It was
renovated shortly after my

Living across the river
from campus, neighbor
and college trustee Ed
Thompson has developed a
deep love for the college.
“I think the atmosphere
breathes accountability: We

st.

		

from Rockland College that
dated from around 1909.
They offered a class called
Sketching, which everyone
had to take. They felt that art
was indeed a language and
that learning to see was like
learning to read. I thought,
what a fascinating idea!
Learning to see is even more
important now because, as
we continue to increase the
volume in the culture that
Bill Bohné (Art) loves
surrounds us, whether it’s
his work of opening his
on television or in the media,
students’ eyes to the beauty it becomes more and more
around them.
important to learn to see
“I was reading an old catalog critically.”

attract people who know
about accountability; they
know what’s needed and
how to go about it. At one
president’s dinner, our
coaching staff came to talk
about why they were here,
and to introduce one of their
players. Almost to a person,
they talked about how they
were dedicated to being a
part of not only our athletics
but also our academic
success. Parents recognize
that if they send one of their
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children to St. Norbert College
they will give that child the
best education, and prepare
them for life.”
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Catherine Kasten (Center
for Norbertine Studies)
enjoys watching the
weather roll in from her
office in the Mulva Library,
where she enjoys the
most extensive view on
campus. “Every single day
the landscape changes.
Every day, we have a new
picture. I love to watch the
thunderstorms rolling in. The
day we had 80-mph winds
we stood back, away from the
windows, and watched the
trees bending to the storm.
During snowstorms, it’s like
we’re in our own snow globe.”

Amanda Sigl ’14 and Teena
Carroll (Mathematics)
have been using origami
to understand organic
compounds. “Our origami
nanotubes were created to
provide a physical model of a
complex chemical structure.
This helped us visualize the

three-dimensional aspects
of these submicroscopic
molecules, which cannot be
viewed without the use of
an electron microscope. I
was impressed with how flat
pieces of paper, folded into
specific shapes, could be
combined into such beautiful
and unique structures.”

Q
It is winter memories that
come first to Jill Gonzalez
’88. “I remember walking
down Third Street at night,
during my freshman year,
after the first large snowfall
of the season. Looking down

Q

toward Main Hall, all lit up,
the lights illuminating the
snowflakes and the quiet
of campus under the new
blanket of snow. I’ll never
forget how magical (and
cold!) that night was.”

Q
Bald eagles and red-tailed
hawks on their morning

patrols keep parking
officer Harry Vandenplas
company on his rounds. In
the afternoon, his colleague
John Kazik repeats the
circuit. “I love walking
around,” says Kazik. “This is
not a hectic place, even when
the students are changing
classes. People are friendly
and outgoing. My work is like
a nice stroll for me every day.
It’s calm. The wildlife adds
to that. And the college has
done such a good job with
the landscaping. I enjoy it
every day. Makes up for the
weather!”

Did college
kill the
beautiful?
By Joel E. Mann
Assistant Professor of Philosophy

Josephine Dobson, wife of our contributor, took a sculpture class taught by Bill
Bohné (Art). Here, she works on a bust of the philosophy professor.

S
Things look pretty beautiful
to our smallest students.
Bonnie Lueck (Children’s
Center) helped us put our
question to the youngsters
in her care. Their list is a
lovely thing in itself.
“Flowers. Friends at Old
St. Joe’s. Trick-or-treating.
The new cafeteria.
Celebrating Jesus. The
grounds. The manger scene
at Christmas. Happiness.
Feeling safe. Joy every day.”
Q
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the college is through
an unusual lens: He is
working with us on our
upcoming new website. “My
campus visit filled me with
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feelings of effulgence, which
means radiant splendor.
Light seemed to permeate
everything I saw, touched and
felt at St. Norbert."
Q
And Emily Disselhorst ’13
sums up what it means to
live in community. “Even on
my worst days, I find a way to
smile because of you. You are
the person I walked past on
my way to class. You are the
person I sat with at lunch.
You are the person I confided

2 0 1 2

in when I needed help. You
are beautiful to me, because
you are you.”

Q
You, dear reader.
We hope this wealth of beauty
brings your St. Norbert
College experience vividly
back to life. If we have struck
fire, we invite you to continue
the conversation. Let us know
what is most beautiful to you
at St. Norbert. You can find
us at magazine@snc.edu, or
join us on Facebook.

hould you keep watch on the faculty at your local liberal
arts college – indeed, at any institution of higher education
in the United States – you would find very little in the
way of communist sympathy or flagrant libertinism. Whether the
lack of these once-fashionable perspectives on scholarship would
relieve or disappoint you, I do not know. But I think you should
be disappointed to find that, along with busts of Marx and Byron,
Beauty, too, would be conspicuous by her absence.
What do I mean? I mean only that among discussions of
erotic subtext in James Joyce novels and gender issues in Cindy
Sherman photographs – the kind of thing hotly debated in art
and literature classes these days – you’re unlikely to hear uttered
the words “beauty” or “beautiful.” Much less likely will you
encounter a discussion of just what makes novels or photographs
beautiful. Once upon a time, college professors were not shy about
waking their students up to the beautiful. But now we are asleep
to Beauty, and she is asleep to us.
Why is that? To be sure, I don’t know the whole tale,
but I suspect it has something to do with the naturalness of the
personification employed a few lines above, when I referred
to Beauty as a “she.” Historically, beauty has been a standard
applied to women so vigorously and, I should say, viciously that
a reactionary recoil from the very idea must, for the educated
woman and enlightened man, take on the form of a psycho-

physical reflex: Beauty makes us barf. Sometimes literally. As
children and adults we are assaulted by images of “beautiful”
women (and men, too); images designed to highlight our physical
inadequacies until they glow so red-hot nothing else is visible.
Beauty hurts; sometimes Beauty even kills.
Shouldn’t we be glad to be rid of Beauty, then? I think
not. After all, Beauty is … well, beautiful. When we encounter
something truly beautiful, we encounter something good. We feel
as though something is right with the world, that somehow it all
makes sense, even if we can’t articulate precisely the sense that
it makes. No technical argument for God’s existence possesses a
persuasive power on a par with the awesome beauty of nature.
For some, the encounter with beauty reinforces our faith in
science, which is just our faith that the world can be explained
and understood. We philosophize, says Socrates in Plato’s
“Theaetetus,” because we are in awe.
So should we embrace Beauty? Yes, but with a qualification.
Even Plato was acutely aware of Beauty’s dangers, toils, and snares.
What we today call philosophy was in fact first defined by Plato
in contradistinction to rhetoric, the “art of beautiful speech.” In
Plato’s day, certain orators and politicians had made a profession
of propagating the vilest of ideas by concealing them in the
prettiest of packages. Examples from our own time – such as
Hitler’s rise to power largely on the strength of his rhetorical skill –
seem to validate Plato’s concern. This tension between superficial
beauty, which runs only skin deep, and real beauty, which goes to
the bone, is evident in much of Plato’s writing. It is the question
at issue in his all-too-often neglected dialogue, “Phaedrus.” How
can we appreciate real Beauty without being led astray by her
bewitching twin? A difficult question. A philosophical question.
So should we listen to what philosophers say about beauty?
Probably not, or at least not uncritically. Having harangued
professors of literature and the arts for abandoning the beautiful,
let me now confess that no professors have so shamefully abdicated
their obligations to aesthetics – the study of art and beauty – as
philosophers. After several millennia of preoccupation with the
problem of the good and the beautiful, mainstream philosophy
in the modern era subordinated itself to the constraints of science
so single-mindedly that morality and aesthetics were reduced
to “feelings,” and feelings in turn were reduced to a mere froth
floating on the surface of scientific reality. Only in the last few
decades has this started to change, but even now much of what
philosophers such as Plato have said about beauty is ignored.
Aesthetics is alive, but it lives hand-to-mouth on the margins
of “respectable” philosophy.
What can we do to help? Question Beauty. When under
assault from that army of words and images – political speeches
and ads, commercial voice-overs, images of women, men, cars,
sunsets, and everything else – stand your ground. Demand some
account of their beauty. Reject any whose beauty is superficial;
seek out a beauty conducive to the good. Remember that true
beauty does not make you feel bad, either about yourself or others.
Rather, it makes everything around it better, more radiant, and,
ultimately, more real.
Let’s talk about Beauty again.
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Behind the seams
A designer’s eye for the grace in life informs the elegance in her art –
art that has taken her from circus to theatre, from advertising to academia.
By Kim (Lopas) Sullivan ’95

W

hen Mariann Verheyen ’72
takes a moment to mentally
sift through all the costumes
she’s created in her career, it is those from
a production that critics voted a flop that
stand out as the most beautiful.
The inspiration for the full-length,
flowing garments the performers wore at
the top of the second act of “Children
of Eden” came from the combination
of a whirling dervish dance – a dance
characterized by spinning a piece of fabric
in a big circle – with the image of a child
blowing a pinwheel on a stick.
“At first when the performers opened
up, all you saw was the geographic patterns
that I had silkscreened. Then they spun and
became these huge circles all over the stage
that created an optical mix; the costumes
looked as if they were doing a sunrise with
the colors that emerged as they danced,”
says Verheyen. Despite the fact that critics
didn’t “get it,” Verheyen remains proud of
that piece of work. “I took a risk and got
slammed and I don’t regret it at all. I still
think it’s beautiful.”
Verheyen continued taking risks,
letting her eye for beauty and her ability
to see shape, pattern and composition direct
her design work. It earned her the respect
of the industry. Verheyen has two IRNE
Awards (Huntington Theatre in Boston),
a Suzi Award (Alliance Theatre in Atlanta),
a New York City Villager Downtowner
Theatre Award and a Jeff Award (Chicago
Shakespeare Theater). She attributes her
successful career to perseverance, hard work
and luck. She began designing costumes
under Kelly Collum (Theatre Studies,
Emeritus) when she was a sophomore at
the college. With no space for a costume
shop, Verheyen says: “Kelly had the bright

14
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idea to put me in the light lab – pun
intended. It was dark, dingy, cramped,
chilly – and perfect.” She earned her M.F.A.
from the University of Wisconsin and then
boldly booked a one-way ticket to New
York City with just $300 in her pocket.
Verheyen recalls her tough start,
working for the circus: “There were some
dark days of despair,” she says, “wondering
how sweating in an unconditioned shop in
the high heat of a NYC summer, building
elephant blankets (that was like sewing a
wall for a house) was ever going to get me
to design.” That experience almost made
her quit. She remembers standing in her
parents’ kitchen that following summer,
sobbing to her mom that it was just too
hard. “God bless her,” Verheyen says,
“she was not having it. She sent me back.”
Years later, Verheyen’s reputation as
a sought-after costume designer caught
Boston University’s attention. In 1991, she
finally acquiesced to the department chair’s
request to teach, because she felt burned
out from her work on TV commercials
in New York. “When I took the job,”
Verheyen says, “I thought I’d give it a
couple of years … and I ended up falling
in love with it.”
Now Verheyen balances her costume
design work for theatre with her role as
associate professor and head of the costume
design program at Boston University
College of Fine Arts, School of Theatre.
She doesn’t find managing the two to be
difficult; the school wants her to continue
to design, and the theaters she works at
respect her desire to teach.
“It is juggling a life that requires the
greatest effort,” says Verheyen. “The irony
of many theatre people is that we are in a
business about telling stories about life,
illustrating some grace or beauty of life …
but then forget to have one.”

s u m m e r
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of a beautiful
campus

By Lisa Strandberg

Persistence has won Verheyen an award-winning
career that keeps her design skills in demand for
a wide range of productions. Top: Costumes for the
prince and Benedict from “Elizabeth Rex,” at the
Chicago Shakespeare Theater. Bottom: Costumes
for “The Luck of the Irish,” at Boston’s Huntington
Theatre.

W

hen you’re a priest, Holy Week is a tough time for
writing weighty letters. Yet that’s just what Father
Bernard Pennings, O.Praem., sat down to do on
Holy Thursday 1897. He had important news for Abbot Augustine
Bazelmans, O.Praem. – news he worried his superior in Berne,
Holland, might already have heard from another source.
Pennings had entered negotiations with the Diocese of Green
Bay to purchase land for the Norbertines’ first permanent U.S.
canonry. Three days before Easter, he took up his pen to sell the

abbot on the idea, largely through the lens of beauty:
“The property consists of a church (very lovely), a rectory and
a Sisters’ house, with a school; in addition another house and five
building lots. … The location is splendid, right on the Fox River,
between East and West De Pere, about five minutes from the main
bridge; it is also very favorably situated, five miles from Green Bay,
with two important railroads and an electric streetcar line.”
In his letter, Pennings covered the nuts and bolts of the
matter. The property in question cost $6,800. It included the

st.

		

norbert

college

m a g a z i n e

s u m m e r

2 0 1 2

15

Web Extra
Photographer Mike
Roemer explores a
beautiful day.
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National Shrine of St. Joseph and an associated periodical, both
of which held potential to help offset the purchase price.
His logical case made, Pennings closed his letter in
supplication: “… After considering all this information, I am
not afraid of buying the entire property for the incumbent debt,
it could be paid for in a few years, and we will not easily find
anything as beautiful again. Let us pray in honor of St. Joseph that
it all may work out favorably for us.”

Beauty to last generations
It’s hard to deny that St. Norbert College is a picturesque
place. From historic Main Hall to the striking Mulva Library, from
the flow of the Fox River to the canopy of countless trees, photo
opportunities abound on campus.
The college’s physical beauty testifies to more than a century’s
communal effort to bring about and build upon that beauty.
Few contributed as mightily to that effort as the Rev. Anselm
Keefe, O.Praem., ’16. Outfitted in the cap, camouflage shorts
and combat boots that he favored from his days as a U.S. Army
chaplain, the biology professor and eventual academic dean
planned and supervised the landscaping of Main Hall, including
the planting of the first live Christmas tree in the 1930s.
Trees were one of Keefe’s many specialties. With help from
Norbertine fraters, he turned the campus, once a nearly barren
swath of land, into an arboretum.
“His vision, which the biology program continues, was to use

16

st.

		

norbert

college

m a g a z i n e

s u m m e r

2 0 1 2

the campus as a resource for biology education as well as
a showcase for native trees,” says David Hunnicutt (Biology).
Localitas, a central tenet of Norbertine life, likely guided
Keefe’s efforts, says William Hyland, director of the Center for
Norbertine Studies: “There’s this idea of commitment to place
over many generations, and there’s nothing that shows that more
than the planting of trees.”
Keefe himself never enjoyed the mature arboretum, but plenty
of students and community members have. And more likely will,
thanks to a recent collaboration by Hunnicutt, Jordan Mayer ’12,
Jason Mills (Biology), Krissy Lukens ’92 (Education) and Dan
Tilly (Geography).
Using a GPS, a measuring tape, an altimeter and a
dichotomous key, Mayer catalogued the location, diameter, height
and species of 690 campus trees to create an ArcGIS – a digitized
geographic information system.
This digitized map will be used to create a campus tree tour
app. Visitors with smart phones can then find “the most interesting
trees around campus, whether these are the largest ones, tallest ones
or ones that have significant meaning to the college,” says Mayer,
a geology and environmental science major.
Hunnicutt adds, “The ultimate goal, in addition to allowing
for self-guided tours, is to produce a web resource that could
be used by local elementary and middle schools for science
education.” That goal brings beauty and learning together, just
as Keefe intended.
Of course, there’s much more to the campus than trees.

Grounds manager Dean Kumbalek (Facilities) knows that better
than most.
For 15 years he has walked or biked St. Norbert’s 108 acres
of land and nine miles of sidewalks, attentive to the need for
shoveling, salting, mowing, planting, weeding, fertilizing and
repair. Fortunately, the often office-bound Kumbalek has backup
on his sizable beat.
“I’ve split campus up into three areas because I have three
full-time people, and they basically are my eyes out there,”
Kumbalek says. A fourth part-time groundskeeper and about
eight summertime student employees round out his crew.
To set their priorities, Kumbalek watches the weather,
tracks campus events and keeps plenty of white paint on hand for
marking the athletic fields. His involvement in keeping the campus
beautiful requires that he balance routine maintenance
with responsiveness.
“I have a yearly calendar and I break each month up into
weeks, and I break the weeks up into days,” Kumbalek says.
“It really is a matter of doing the things that are absolutely most
important to do.”
The grounds team also cares for the shoreline, revitalized by
new riverfront student housing, docks and green space around the
Campus Center. “The river was something the campus had its
back to for decades,” Hyland says. “I think of this as a campus on
a river now, as opposed to a campus facing in from the river.”
An interesting confluence: Pennings’ home abbey in Berne
also sat on a bend in the River Maas, much like the bend in the

Fox that hugs the St. Norbert campus. When Pennings and his
confreres beheld the place, “it must have resonated with them on
a very deep level,” Hyland says.

Embodying a beautiful mission
The college’s Norbertine heritage resonates with students as
well, especially given changes in the last decade. New buildings
like the Mulva Library are not just beautiful; thanks to a policy
formally adopted by the board of trustees in 2000, they’re designed
to reflect the college’s Catholic, Norbertine traditions.
The policy calls for up to 5 percent of the budget for each
new building project to fund mission components, says the Rev.
Jay Fostner, O.Praem., ’84 (Mission and Heritage). “Early in the
design of new buildings, we’ve said, ‘Where is the mission, and
how is it going to be incorporated?’ ”
One example: The upcoming renovation of John Minahan
Science Hall will add an atrium on the same axis as Old St. Joseph
Church, offering those entering JMS a view of the college’s oldest
and most sacred building. Design elements of the building will
likely reference the work of Norbertine scientists.
“There are different ways to pass down a heritage. One way
is to talk about it, to read about it, but another way is to physically
embody it,” Hyland says.
Doing so with an eye for beauty requires teamwork. Sara
Tilque (Facilities), project designer, says she collaborates with the
primary users of a space as well as her maintenance, housekeeping
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Localitas is the commitment to
a place over many generations.

The image of perfection
D
By Melanie Radzicki McManus ’83

and mechanical-systems colleagues to determine what a new or
renovated room will look like. “Depending on the size and scope
of the project, we may also involve a member of the art faculty,
and also a member of the office of communications,” she says.

Discovering beauty through art
The incorporation of missional elements in Michels
Commons is indicative of cross-discipline collaboration. Brian
Pirman (Art) scoured historical photos of the college, catalogued
for decades by retired library director Don Pieters ’49, to create
four 7.5-foot glass panels that capture life at St. Norbert from the
1920s to the present. The intent, Pirman says, was “to hold on to
that piece of history and have people who’ve been through it recall
what it was like.”
For every obvious element of beauty at the college, “there
are things that are hidden here, too,” says the Rev. Jim Neilson,
O.Praem., ’88. During his visual tours of campus, he calls
students’ attention to the college’s highest point, the cross atop Old
St. Joseph Church, to point out the heart at its center. Most have
never noticed it before.
“I take pleasure in introducing that which is perfectly present
but perhaps unseen,” Neilson says.
Neilson has been integral in marrying mission and aesthetics,
to the benefit of students. “As far as beautifying the campus, he’s a
star,” Pirman says. Tilque, who worked with Neilson to renovate
the reflection room in Mary Minahan McCormick Hall, adds:
“He has a keen sense of what is going to appeal to the students
while still incorporating an atmosphere that is going to be mature
and contemplative. That’s what they need. That’s why they’re here
– to grow.”
Helping students grow through visual literacy is a key goal of
college curator Shan Bryan-Hanson (Art). As the primary steward
of the college’s art collection, she tends to the pieces on display
across campus as well as those in storage on the lower level of
the Bush Art Center, ensuring that each will inspire and educate
students for generations.
Like the art collections at most colleges, St. Norbert’s began
organically, Bryan-Hanson says. “Some pieces were acquired
through donation or purchase, and after a while, the base of a
collection was established.”
In 1986 Donald Taylor became the college’s first curator.
Bryan-Hanson succeeded him upon his retirement in 2011.
Her charge: to expose the college community to great art while
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simultaneously conserving it.
“In the museum and gallery world, we talk about the balance
between preservation and access,” Bryan-Hanson says. In other
words, while art must be seen to be appreciated, it sometimes must
be cloistered for its own protection.
Striking that balance is a delicate business, and one in which
Bryan-Hanson hopes to enlist some help. She’s at work on a grant
to fund an expert survey of the college’s art conservation needs.
“The goal of the process is how to prioritize what we need
to do to preserve the collection,” Bryan-Hanson says. “That might
mean we need to be monitoring relative humidity in the galleries
better, or maybe we need to rotate the pieces on campus more
often to better preserve the works.”

Bringing the campus beautifully to life
Of course, well-preserved art, elegant interiors, missioninfused facilities and park-like grounds only set the stage for the
college’s true beauty. As April Beiswenger (Theatre Studies) puts
it: “All of our lovely spaces on campus are lifeless hulks until they
are completed by the human figure. Our surroundings are shaped,
sculpted and fulfilled by the performance of the inhabitants.”
Formal performance has played a role in the life of the college
since the Keefe era, when the priest’s broad-ranging interests saw
him founding a glee club, orchestra and the College Players – for
which he directed 60-plus productions during the ’30s, ’40s and
’50s. The tradition that began with him continues today with a
growing program of large- and small-scale musical and theatrical
performances that bring life and, yes, beauty to the college.
But Beiswenger looks beyond these productions when she
considers how performance beautifies the college. She says: “Life
is a performance, and everything we do has a performative aspect.
It is through this performance that we become a living part of the
campus’s panorama.”
Tilque similarly sees her designs as only the backdrop to
the real beauty of St. Norbert: “If you spend a lot of money on
a beautiful space and no one’s using it, it’s hard to say that was
successful. What it boils down to is, is the space being used? That
says a lot. It really does.”
Pennings would no doubt be satisfied that the beautiful parcel
of land his order purchased 115 years ago has been put to good
use. Says Hyland: “If you’re committed to being in a place over
time, you tend to beautify it over time and see new possibilities.
That’s exactly what’s happened on this campus.”

espite our sour economy, 13.8
million cosmetic plastic surgery
procedures were performed in the
U.S. in 2011, according to the American
Society of Plastic Surgeons. That’s a 5
percent increase over 2010. And while
women still comprise the vast majority of
customers – breast augmentation led the list
of most-popular procedures – the number
of men ponying up to go under the knife
continues to grow. Chin augmentations,
for example – a procedure favored by men
– nearly doubled last year. Plastic surgery
isn’t inherently evil, of course. But at least
one St. Norbert professor believes America’s
obsession with looks has theological
implications.
Bridget Burke Ravizza (Religious
Studies) often talks about what it means
to live a full life, and live up to one’s
potential, in her Christian ethics classes.
The discussions also incorporate thoughts
on what it means to be human and
successful in our culture. Unfortunately,
she says the master narrative in Western
cultures is consumerism. “We think of
everything in consumeristic categories,
and even think of ourselves as products
to be sold on the marketplace.” Meaning,
we may need to “sell” ourselves to snag a
promotion, or even a spouse, by fixing our
nose, losing weight or purchasing certain
types of clothing. But is this what God
wants? Hardly.
Such behavior “is opposed to the
Christian narrative,” says Burke Ravizza,
“which is that I’m created by God and
radically loved by God. I don’t have to
earn love from others, and spend all my
energies trying to become something other
than who I am. What makes me ultimately
satisfied in life, and able to reach my
potential, is not how much money I have
or whether I have the right nose or image.
It’s about living out particular values –
being loving, generous, a peacemaker and
someone who cares about others.”
Students latch onto the topic, she says,

which also includes discussions about how
gender and sexuality representations in the
media can impact our relationships,
or our expectations about how
relationships should be. And, of course,
how we look. Take the fact that our
society is now marketing padded bras for
girls in the 8-12 age range, she says. And
although everyone by now knows that

they should have a certain body type to
show off.”
Mekuly doesn’t buy into that. “If God
created us in his image, and if God created
diversity, then it’s all good. We shouldn’t
try to conform to one certain look, because
we’re beautiful the way we are.” But
Mekuly says many of her fellow students,
like most Americans, don’t always see it

This poster by Anna Reardon ’12 was created as a project for her Introductory Photography and Electronic
Imaging class, taught by Brandon Bauer (Art).

computer-altered photos of women and
men grace the covers of magazines, we still
strive to emulate their perfect looks. “But
they’re not real faces or bodies,” says Burke
Ravizza. “It’s a notion of perfection that’s
held out, but it’s not real. Yet girls and
women, especially, are taught to want to
try and be like that. It’s crazy the energies
expended to meet standards that are
unattainable.”
Religious Studies major Breanna
Mekuly ’12 says she doesn’t see too much
fretting about beauty and sexuality during
everyday life on campus. But on the
weekends, it’s a different story. “Sometimes
it’s expected that women dress in certain
ways to go to parties,” she says, “and that
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that way. “Some students feel if they get,
say, a nose job, they’ll feel more beautiful
and become empowered. They see this
as normal, not something that should be
questioned. They don’t necessarily realize
we’re being cultured to think this way.”
So what can we do? We can start by
analyzing the messages we’re getting from
society, really looking inside ourselves and
remembering to look to God. “We can
clutter ourselves with all of these notions
of beauty, but we must find a depth of
meaning beyond these false messages,” says
Burke Ravizza. “What will lead to our
growth isn’t having money or fitting into a
certain standard of beauty, but spiritual
flourishing.”
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Alumni representatives strengthen connections

Magnificent
in theory

The physics of art and music

Jon DesChane ’12 (above) and Jeff LaJeunesse ‘13 worked with Erik Brekke (Physics) to construct this Rubens tube as a means of demonstrating sound waves and resonant
frequencies. The device is attached to a propane supply and a speaker is placed at one end. Changes in the sound affect the height of the flames.
By Tony Staley

B

efore Meagan Murphy ’15 took
Physics in the Arts, she didn’t know
how the scientific principles of
physics might apply to her.
Now, she knows that they do,
whether it’s a question of playing the guitar
or seeing her reflection in a window.
“I’m learning a lot of interesting
things and how they apply to my life,” says
Murphy, of Chicago. She now knows how
the air she blows into her instrument, the
trumpet, makes sound waves and “how
temperature change affects sound, so that
I can better predict how my instrument
sounds.”
Holly Nickerson ’15, a political
science and leadership major from Fremont,
Ind., says she has learned how physics
relates to playing the clarinet, and that
“it’s not just honking.” Lessons about
light refraction, cameras and lenses have
improved her photography, too.
“Now I can deal with shadows before
I shoot, rather than in the computer,” says
Nickerson, whose photos chronicle her life.
“I am taking better pictures now and my
family tells me they can see it.”
Erik Brekke (Physics) says that’s the
point of the class: teaching non-science
majors to see the world and technology
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in a different way, by understanding the
physics involved in light and sound, and
how they are produced and perceived by
the ears and eyes.
Learning about waves, reflection,
refraction, lenses, oscillations and resonance
gives students interested in theatre,
music, photography and painting new
understandings about how their instruments
work; the way sound travels; how to mix
colors and manipulate lighting.
“For example, they learn that when
they play an instrument there’s more to the
sound than blowing, and where their finger
is,” Brekke says. “They learn why it makes
that sound, what affects the sound and why
sounds differ. It’s not just what happens,
but why.”
Beyond that, Brekke says: “The idea is
to teach them a better appreciation of the
things they do or use. It’s about a new way
of thinking, of problem solving, of thinking
about what happens and why.”
Maggie Berens ’14, of Elmgrove,
Ill., an elementary education major, says
she is not only learning things she will
use in her classroom, but also how to
make connections and critically analyze
what she observes. “In theater, the sound
is transmitted through microphones, but
when I’m in the theater I don’t think about
that. Now, I will slow down and explore
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that,” says Berens.
Besides attending three lectures each
week, students have a weekly lab where
they experience physics with such scientific
instruments as motion detectors, tuning
forks and mirrors.
To demonstrate the relationship
between sound waves and sound pressure,
Brekke uses a visual device, the Rubens
– or standing wave flame – tube. The tube,
which has numerous holes in the top, is
attached to a propane supply and a speaker
is placed at one end. Changes in the sound
affect the height of the flames.
That demonstration and the labs,
combined with what students learn in
lectures and assignments, “open the world
to them in a new way,” Brekke says.
“There’s a lot most people haven’t thought
about in physical phenomena. We just
take it for granted. Physics explains why
technology works. I want them to think
about where these things come from,
why they work and how we can make it
work better. It requires a different way of
thinking.”
The lesson about light and lenses
changed how Eddie Kepes ’14, a business
major from Homewood, Ill., perceives his
contact lens. “It’s weird to know about the
science behind that little piece of plastic
that goes into my eyes every morning.”

C

ommunity isn’t built in a day,
nor is it built by one person. It
takes a whole corps of committed
individuals to inspire the affinity of others.
When the community in question is
St. Norbert, that dedicated group includes
the college’s alumni board. Its members,
drawn from across the spectrum of class
year, major, profession and geography,
espouse one purpose: to support the
college’s mission and goals.
With new leaders in place, the alumni
board is revisiting how best to meet that
end. At their February meeting, current
members elected Mary Ellen Schill ’85
and Jon Dooley ’93 to three-year terms
as president and vice president, respectively.
Both see connecting the college and its
alumni as their primary role.
“We’re there representing all the
alums out in the world,” says Schill, an
employee benefits attorney with the firm
Ruder Ware in Wausau.
Dooley, senior associate dean of
student development at Marquette
University, adds, “The alumni board
is meant to be a key vehicle for

Mary Ellen Schill ’85

Jon Dooley ’93

communication between the current
leadership of the college and the alumni
across the country and around the globe.”
The board’s 18 to 25 members serve
as St. Norbert ambassadors, supporting the
college financially, participating in regional
parent and alumni events, and serving
on one of five committees: promotion,
recruitment, involvement, donation or
employment.
They also share their perspectives
with St. Norbert leaders and learn about
developments at the college. As Schill
puts it, “We take back to our constituent
communities a little bit of St. Norbert.”
Three times a year, alumni board
members get a meaty sampling of
college happenings during daylong

meetings on campus. One recent
agenda included a state-of-the-college
address by President Tom Kunkel; a
college advancement overview by vice
president Phil Oswald; a report on the
college’s recent re-accreditation by Bob
Rutter (Institutional Effectiveness); and
conversation about college publications with
Susan Allen (Office of Communications).
Schill says the meetings have
strengthened her connection with the
college – precisely the reason she chose
to serve in the first place: “I thought that
it would be a great way to get involved
with St. Norbert again. I just wanted to
try to reconnect, more than anything. I’d
heard great things about what was going on
there.”
Dooley participates as a way to give
back. “St. Norbert College, through my
education and my experiences, gave me
so much and prepared me so well for my
career,” he says. “Right now is a really
exciting time for St. Norbert College. I
think the college has a lot of momentum,
and we as alumni have a lot of opportunity
to get involved with that momentum.”

Mark Your Calendars

Alumni run home
Mackenzie Laska ’11 (left, in our photo)
and Alex DeVillers ’11 emerge from a
water pit during the steeplechase at the St.
Norbert Invitational on April 21, 2012. The
12-team NCAA Division III meet brought
some 25 track and field alums to Schneider
Stadium, including past national champions
Ben Dreyer ’03 and Colin McKean ’05.
Competing alongside them was Emily
Schudrowitz ’12, now a two-time national
champion. (See page 31.)

July 26		 Music Theatre Alumni 		
		 Night: “The Sound of Music”

A week earlier, the college had held its first
home meet since the Carter administration.
That inaugural event ended the more than
three decades of nonstop travel familiar to
Green Knight track and field alums.

Sept. 8

Alumni Football Day

Sept. 21-23		 SNC Day/Family Weekend
Oct. 4		 MillerCoors Brewing 		
		 Company Tour, Milwaukee
Oct. 13		Homecoming
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n Michael Knight (Music) has contributed
entries on 10 composers and 20 compositions to
“Teaching Music Through Performance in Band:
Solos with Wind Band Accompaniment” (2012).
This is the third volume in the series to which
Knight has contributed.
n “The New Collegeville Bible Commentary:
Ezra, Nehemiah” (2012), by Thomas Bolin
(Religious Studies) highlights the historical and
theological importance of these Biblical texts. The
commentary is published by the Liturgical Press.

n Articles by Marc von der Ruhr (Economics)
on the patterns of growth among megachurches
have appeared in both the International Journal
of Social Economics and the Review of Religious
Research. Von der Ruhr argues that, in addition
to breaking several other traditional models, it
appears that megachurches’ low commitment
expectations for new members helps them grow
more rapidly than traditional churches.
n Linda Wanless ’88 (ESL Institute) presented
a paper titled “A Smile Is the Same in Every
Language: Orientation for ESL and Low-Level
English Students” at the Wisconsin Association
of International Educators’ 2012 Annual
Conference this spring.

n Marcie Paul (Modern Foreign Languages) and
Joel Mann (Philosophy) have received a $25,000
grant from the National Endowment for the
Humanities’ Enduring Questions program,
to develop an honors course on “What Is Time?”
n St. Norbert’s art faculty responded to an
invitation to exhibit “New Work from Parallel
44” at Illinois Wesleyan University this spring.
Contributors include Bill Bohné, Brian Pirman,
Brandon Bauer, Donald Taylor, John Gordon,
Shan Bryan-Hanson, and the Rev. Jim Neilson,
O.Praem., ’88. Miles Bair, chair of the art
department at Illinois Weselyan, extended the
invitation after seeing faculty work on show
during a visit to St. Norbert.
n Rebecca Welch ’00 (Faith, Learning
& Vocation) and her ALIVE team of student

peer ministers have been recognized with the
Best Practice Award in Residential Life by
the Association of Student Affairs at Catholic
Colleges and Universities.
n Brill has published “Hippocrates, ‘On the Art
of Medicine’,” an analysis of the ancient text by
Joel Mann (Philosophy).
n Representatives of each unit within
St. Norbert’s department of facilities joined
forces earlier this year to construct a storage
room in the basement of a transitional house
for homeless families owned by the Ecumenical
Partnership for Housing in Green Bay.
Contributing to this volunteer effort were Stann
Stepien (Maintenance and Services), John
Girard (Grounds), Duane Ihde (Housekeeping)
and Mike Brindle (Mechanical Systems).
n Rosemary Sands (International Education)
has been appointed to the board of directors of
SQUOLA Center for Contemporary Italian Studies
at Florence University of the Arts in Italy. Sands
will also serve on the academic advisory board for
Study Abroad Italy.
n Kimberly Boldt (Library) coordinated the
local book pickup from the Mulva Library for the
first-ever World Book Night America this spring.
De Pere was one of 5,000 towns across the U.S.
participating in the event, aimed at sharing the

Professor’s mentoring fostered a generation of undergraduate researchers
Rick Poss (Math) retires this summer after
more than 30 years on the faculty at St. Norbert.
Over the years, Poss has taught almost
all the mathematics courses offered in the
curriculum. He will be especially remembered
for his work in encouraging undergraduates to
research topics new to them, and to present those
results at regional or national meetings.
Larry Scheich (Chemistry), associate dean
of natural sciences, says, “Rick has proven to
be a caring instructor and has displayed a deep
commitment to helping students improve their
skills and grow in confidence. Rick loves teaching
mathematics and actively challenges students to
find their own love for the subject. He views every
student as a potential math major.”
A member of the Mathematical Association

22

st.

		

norbert

college

m a g a z i n e

of America (MAA) since 1966, Poss has served
as governor of the Wisconsin section and further
served six years on the national MAA committee
for undergraduate student activities and
chapters. He served
as editor of the Pi Mu
Epsilon Journal on
undergraduate research
in mathematics 199093, also serving terms
as PME’s national
president-elect,
president, and pastRick Poss
president. At St. Norbert,
Poss served several terms as of coordinator of the
mathematics discipline and chaired the college’s
personnel committee.
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Rick has accompanied St. Norbert
College student speakers to every summer
national meeting of the Pi Mu Epsilon National
Mathematics Honorary Society since 1985.
Since that same year, St. Norbert College has
annually hosted the Regional PME Undergraduate
Mathematics Conference under Poss’s direction.
The conference attracts participants from 22
Midwestern colleges and universities, and
receives support from the National Science
Foundation.
In 2008, Rick assisted in the organization
of a summer research program in mathematics
for St. Norbert students. He has been
instrumental in attracting more than $120,000 to
the endowment that supports this experience.

love of reading one-on-one with new or light
readers. In total, participating communities gave
away 500,000 books.
n John Dose (Psychology) has been appointed
associate dean of social sciences. His five-year
term begins this summer.
n “Feminism’s New Age: Gender, Appropriation,
and the Afterlife of Essentialism,” the newly
published work by Karlyn Crowley (English), was
named one of the finalists for the 2011 ForeWord
Review Book of the Year Awards. The novel was
one of 11 final selections in the category Women’s
Issues: Adult Nonfiction.
n A paper on “Seasonality of Aulacoseira
ambigua abundance and filament length:
biogeochemical implications,” published in
Plankton and Benthos Research in May, was
written by David Poister (Chemistry) and three
undergraduate coauthors: Alyssa Kurth ’09,
Andrew Farrell ’09 and Sarah Gray ’11.
n Reid Riggle (Teacher Education) has been
elected president of the Wisconsin Independent
Colleges of Teacher Education.
n At the invitation of the U.S. Embassy in China,
Michelle Flood (Admissions) gave a presentation
at the American Cultural Center in Beijing earlier
this summer.
Flood, who works with prospective
international students, presented information
sessions on liberal arts education in America,
with particular reference to St. Norbert College.
n The college congratulates Laurie MacDiarmid
(English), Marcie Paul (Modern Foreign
Languages), Wolfgang Grassl (Business
Administration), Robert Kramer (History) and
Marc von der Ruhr (Economics), on their
promotion to full professor.
n Recognized at this year’s Faculty Awards
reception were Victoria Tashjian (History)
and Paul Bursik (Business Administration),
who received the Leonard Ledvina Outstanding
Teaching Award. John Holder (Philosophy) and
Thomas Bolin (Religious Studies) received the
Donald B. King Distinguished Scholar Award.
Karlyn Crowley (English) received the Bishop
Robert F. Morneau Community Service Award.

New lab models fluid phenomena
Fluid mechanics figures in countless
phenomena, from lung function to lake
sedimentation. Terry Jo Leiterman
(Mathematics) investigates both and brings
fluid mechanics theory to life in a new lab on
campus. The experiments she and her students
perform there will contribute to scholarly
understanding of the interplay between lake
ecosystems and climate change.
This summer Jeff LaJeunesse ’13 will
be working with Leiterman to study the settling
and growth of microscopic plants like diatoms
and phytoplankton through the tumult of
seasonal changes. Equipment that Leiterman
says “does its best to look like a lake” allows
her, and her students, to approximate various
sets of conditions and study their effects. We
inject dyed chalk, which acts as these particles.
We not only perform experiments to measure
how the particles are settling, if we mix it
up like the seasons would do, but also try to
understand it from a mathematical point of
view, from a theoretical point of view. What are
the equations that would govern? What would
mathematics predict?”
Their research could prove valuable to
those exploring how changing carbon cycles
influence climate. Says Leiterman: “These
plants – they’re small but they’re numerous.
Through photosynthesis and respiration, they
have carbon as a byproduct.”
The work of David Poister (Chemistry
and Environmental Science) piqued Leiterman’s
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interest in math ecology. Four years ago
Stephanie Schauer ’10 and Corey Vorland
’10 worked with Leiterman to analyze
sedimentation data Poister collected in Trout
Lake, in Wisconsin’s Vilas County. Poister
had analyzed colony-forming properties of
the diatom Aulacoseira; Leiterman used the
outcomes to study the effects of sedimentation
rates on the diatom’s population growth.
Schauer and Vorland presented their
evolving model at national math conferences
in 2008 and 2009. The Wisconsin Space Grant
Consortium – part of a NASA-led network of
aerospace researchers and professionals –
funded its further development, and a
St. Norbert grant is supporting Leiterman’s
efforts to publish the results.
Leiterman says that advances in
computing have revolutionized the field of fluid
mechanics. “There’s not a lot of exact solutions
for fluid mechanics problems, but certainly we
understand the equations that govern fluid
situations,” she says. Those equations serve
equally well whether Leiterman is considering
a lake or a lung. Her work as a graduate
student at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill contributed to the Cystic Fibrosis
Center’s Virtual Lung Project – research in
which she remains deeply involved today. Her
modeling of the movement of hair-like cilia
in the fluid and mucus that fills the smallest
chambers of the lung may have implications in
treating the life-threatening disease.
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The slate of speakers included members
of the St. Norbert faculty, too; Jim Neuliep
(Communications), senior advisor for equity and
diversity Cheryl Carpenter-Siegel (Sociology),
Christopher Meidl (Teacher Education) and
Tynisha Meidl (Teacher Education).

n A diversity leadership conference sponsored
by the Student Government Association (SGA)
brought keynote speaker Paul Wesselmann
to campus in February. Wesselmann, who
has extensive experience in residential life,
encouraged attendees to “find a balance between
seeking comfort, yet challenging ourselves” with
regard to inclusion, says SGA president
Joe Susag ’12.
The event provided an opportunity for
dialogue and an intentional experience of
inclusion on campus. Nearly 80 student
participants learned concepts of cultural
competency and delved into building intercultural
communication, confronting insensitivity, and
creating strategies for helping all students feel
like part of the college community.

n Matt Larson ’15 has acquired sponsorship
from one of the world’s largest suppliers of
wakeboarding equipment following his success
in a newly emerging sport. The freshman was
picked up by Liquid Force after he was featured
in Alliance Wakeboard Magazine.
Larson was already involved in both
waterskiing and snowboarding when he first tried
wakeboarding four years ago. From that start,
he moved on to cable wakeboarding, a variant in
which the rider is towed by a cable pulley system
running above the water. In 2010 he took first in
statewide competition.
A member of St. Norbert’s Waterski and
Wakeboard club, Larson has been named to the
Midwest Regional Cable Wakeboarding Team.
n Exceptional leadership and community
service at St. Norbert College are recognized
annually with Norbertine Leadership and Service
Awards. Honored at this year’s event – the
34th annual – were the following students
who have helped to forward the college’s
mission by sustaining a positive environment,
developing their potential, and understanding

and serving their world: Ryan Engesser ’15,
Marcia LaSalle ’15, Anna Spies ’15, Hannah
Sternig ’15, Hannah Andrekus ’14, Hannah
Grahn ’14, Cody Lipke ’15, Lindsey Osgood
’14, Claire Westlie ’14, Mikaela Benner
’13, Jennica Schweitzer ’13, Katie Lenz ’13,
Lawrence March ’14, David Prosper ’12,
Hannah Loppnow ’13, Kara Hirner ’13, Callie
Schroeder ’12, Amanda Crupi ’13, Connie
Humann ’12, Jake Demarais ’12, Cathleen
Cotter ’12 and Joy Rueden ’12.
n Kyle McCarragher ’13 has been named an
Australian student ambassador for 2012-13 after
studying at La Trobe University during 2011-12.
McCarragher is the first St. Norbert student to
attend the institution. In August, newly appointed
student ambassadors travel to the Australian
Embassy in Washington, D.C., for an orientation
weekend. They then spend the academic year
promoting Australia’s study-abroad opportunities.
McCarragher carries on the legacy of three
former Australian student ambassadors from
St. Norbert: Nicole Jagielski ’12, who studied
at Macquarie University, Kelly Roberts ’11, who
studied at Bond University, and Kassie Lang ’10,
who studied at the University of Sunshine Coast.
n The Omicron Delta Epsilon economic honors
society hosted its first annual business and
economics conference, on “Fact and Folklore
of Major League Baseball.” Kevin Quinn

Coders create apps for area nonprofits
With more than 450,000 Android apps
available, there’s obvious demand for coders
versed in the mobile operating system. Four
students have given themselves a leg up in that
market by creating apps for local nonprofits as
part of Intro to Operating Systems, taught by Ravi
Agarwal (Computer Science).
Joel Rodriguez ’12 and Danielle
Berchmans ’13 developed a mobile shopping
and dining guide for Downtown Green Bay
Inc. Nathan Heppe ’14 and Joe Stawicki ’13
worked with regional healthy living collaborative
Live54281 to design a mobile scorecard for
measuring daily fruit and vegetable consumption,
water intake, screen time, sleep and activity.
Rodriguez says he enjoyed the opportunity to
write code his own way: “Most of my experiences
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programming have been for assignments in
which the final product has to have a certain
standard, language or programming style, and
there is not much opening for creativity. … I
personally enjoy those kinds of projects where the
client tells you what he or she needs and it is up
to you to deliver the product.”
Before the semester started, Agarwal
solicited project proposals from area nonprofits to
give his class a real-world software development
experience that would connect them to the
community. Students developed Android apps in
keeping with course content, which focuses on
the Linux operating system, the basis for Android.
Agarwal says: “Students can actually get into the
kernel. They’re not just using the phone. They’re
looking at the internal source code.”
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Joel Rodriguez ’12 (right) works with Ravi Agarwal
(Computer Science) and Danielle Berchmans ’13 to
test an app.

(Economics) and Keith Sherony (Economics)
both gave presentations.
n Tau Kappa Epsilon member Brad Scatterday
’12 founded and chaired the Knights for a Cure
5K Run/Walk, held on the sunny morning of
April 21. The event drew 60-plus student and
community runners and raised nearly $2,500 for
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
The Green Knight track team collaborated
with TKE to coordinate the run, which looped
through campus. Thirty-four volunteers were on
hand as early as 5:45 a.m. to work the event.
“It was a lot of hard work, planning and
dedication, but it paid off in the end,” says
Cody Lipke ’14, TKE treasurer and a leadership
development coordinator for LSE.
n Carolyn Silverberg ’12 and Brandon
Ponschock ’12 wed their senior capstone
projects by co-starring in the St. Norbert College
Theatre production “Marry Me A Little.”
The two-character musical tells the story of
a Saturday night in the lives of two single people
living in New York City. The narrative is carried
by little-known Stephen Sondheim songs selected
from the Broadway master’s other productions.
Alicia Skrivanie ’11 directed the production.
Aaron Reynolds ’12 served as its music director.
n Three St. Norbert ROTC cadets were
commissioned as second lieutenants in the U.S.
Army during a May 12 ceremony that took place
on campus: Austin McGuine ’12, who will serve
as an armor officer; Todd Winkelbauer ’12, who
will serve as an aviation officer; and Michael
Hillsman ’12, who will serve in the National
Guard as a transportation officer. A fourth cadet,
Lindsay Hoewisch ’12, also participated in the
ceremony. She will be commissioned later in the
summer.
n Elected to the St. Norbert College Student
Government Association executive board for the
2012-13 academic year are Larissa Dallman
’13 (president); Alex Christiansen ’13 (finance
coordinator); Amy Diestler ’14 (student
assembly chair); Paul Krechel ’13 (student
relations); Akeem Edmonds ’15 (college affairs);
Amanda Sigl ’14 (secretary); Nicole Dunbar ’14
(communications) and Samuel Mead ’14 (media
and technology).

Photographer connects with a master of light

This recreation of “The Betrayal of Christ,” by Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio (1571-1610) is one
of a sequence of photographs by art major Leivur Djurhhus ’12. The Baroque Series, inspired by a class
assignment, was seen in its entirety at the Senior Art Exhibition this spring.

In his bid to understand more about the
Baroque, Leivur Djurhuus ’12 has created a
series of dramatic photographs that have drawn
recognition on and off campus. This semester,
the art major’s recreations of masterworks by
Caravaggio garnered two gold ADDYs in the
communications industry award program.
Djurhuus’ first models were classmates
who shared an interest in his process. More
recently, he has sought
Web Extras his cast of characters
via Tweet or Facebook
Bush Arts Center
post. Recruiting is
sees the remaking
of a Caravaggio
not hard to do: His
masterpiece.
snc.edu/go/magazine fellow students are
fascinated by the work,
and every one of his models has wanted to
return for a subsequent project.
Before the shoot, Djurhuus studies the
painting he has chosen to recreate and gathers
simple props and costumes, scouring thrift and
craft shops as well as seeking help from April
Beiswenger (Theatre Studies). His models don’t
need make-up: Those effects are taken care of
in post-production, using Photoshop.
The process is not completely literal.
Djurhuus aims for the spirit of the original,
paying attention to mood, light and composition.
“I try to have a mental image of what [my final
photo] will look like. Once the models are in
place and the cameras hooked up, I usually
don’t look back, and I just go from there.”
Lighting assistance and a great deal
more is provided by Rodrigo Villalobos ’12.
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One reason it’s a dynamic process, Villalobos
says, is that Djurhuus is always ready to listen
to suggestions, so his models become truly
engaged not only in their own role but in a good
outcome overall. Villalobos, a photographer
himself, provides a second set of eyes as
Djurhuus gets busy with the shoot. “He does a
lot of stuff that I don’t even know about,” says
Djurhuus. “I trust him completely.”
Djurhuus’ interest in Caravaggio was
piqued in a painting class when the Rev. Jim
Neilson, O.Praem., ’88 asked students to
explore the technique of various artists. He
was intrigued to learn that the master was
very much a rebel. He lived with the people of
the streets; his models were usually homeless
people to whom he would give bread in payment
for their studio time.
As a photographer, Djurhuus relishes
the challenge of recreating Caravaggio’s use
of chiaroscuro for dramatic effect. “I want to
be able to tell a story that also was told in the
1600s, because it was relevant back then and
it is also relevant today.” And he adds, “I really
like the fact that his paintings don’t glorify
the torturous aspects of what happened to
these religious figures.” The master’s subject
matter is a focus for Djurhuus’ own academic
exploration of the uncomfortable nexus that
exists between, on the one hand, religious
scenes intended as a focus for devotion and, on
the other, the depictions of human cruelty and
torture that often accompany them.
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Births/Adoptions

2006 Greg and Brenda Billings, Green Bay, a daughter,
Bristal Kate, Oct. 5, 2011. Bristal joins brother Hudson, 3.

1995 Norma (Piche) and Mark Horne, Huntley, Ill., a son,
Eli Francis, May 12, 2011. Eli joins sister Addison, 4.

2006 Ashleigh (Cape) and Nick Gilson ’06, Green Bay,
a daughter, Madelyn Grace, Feb. 13, 2012.

1996 Coramarie (Collins) and Kerry Marinan, De Pere, a
son, Owen Collins, Oct. 2, 2011. Owen joins sisters Aoife, 6,
and Meara, 4, and brother Finn, 2.

2007 Amanda (Houston) and James Krzyzak ’07, a son,
Victor James, Nov. 8, 2011.

1997 Jennifer (Pierzchalski) and Dan Ryan ’97, New Berlin,
Wis., a daughter, Delaney, Aug. 30, 2011. Delaney joins
brother Caden, 5.
1997 Amy (Trudeau) and Rob Yurjevich ’97, Appleton, Wis.,
a son, Evan, Sept. 3, 2011. Evan joins brother Will, 8, and
sister Talia, 4.
1998 John and Sara Knetzger, Grafton, Wis., a daughter,
Rose, Sept. 17, 2011. Rose joins brother Leo, 1.
1998 Jennifer (Hensel) and Nelson Martell ’00, Whitefish
Bay, Wis., a daughter, Caroline Hope, Oct. 6, 2011. Caroline
joins sister Natalie, 3.
1999 Carrie (Zeman) and Paul Miller, Green Bay, a son,
Aaron Paul, July 28, 2011. Aaron joins sisters Mia, 4, and
Anna, 2.

2008 Liz (Kirchner) and Nick Hammetter, Grafton, Wis.,
a daughter, Quinn Christine, June 7, 2011. Quinn joins
sister Anna, 2.
2008 Ashley (Koplitz) and Scott Thompson ’08, Oak Creek,
Wis., a daughter, Carmella Sophia, June 30, 2011. Carmella
joins sister Grace, 1.

Marriages
2001 Caryn Harman and Mike Neumann, July 16, 2011.
They live in Evanston, Ill.
2002 Ann Wieseckel and Joe Cataldo, Sept. 24, 2011. They
live in Green Bay.

1999 Brian and Noelle Jansen, Chicago, a daughter,
Alexandra Rose, Nov. 7, 2011.

2003 Barton and Oriana Mapes, Sept. 25, 2010. They live
in Rochester, N.Y.

2000 Cheryl (Lewiston) and Jeff Meracle, Blue Grass, Iowa,
a son, Tyson, Jan. 5, 2011. Tyson joins sister Hailee, 2.

2003 Megan Malueg and Robert Ottlinger, Sept. 10, 2011.
They live in Caroline, Wis.

2000 Beth (Olbinski) and Jeremy Altschafl ’00, Oregon,
Wis., a son, Chase Xavier, Dec. 9, 2011. Chase joins brother
Cameron James, 4.

2003 Tracy Shaw and Drew Tomczyk, Sept. 10, 2011. They
live in Pewaukee, Wis.

2002 Kelly (Boerboom) and Dan Rowe ’02, Oneida, Wis.,
a son, Landon, Oct. 21, 2010. Landon joins sister Lydia, 4.
2002 Jesse and Elizabeth McAninch, Fredericksburg, Va.,
a daughter, Sophie, Oct. 9, 2011.

2004 Kathryn Fitzpatrick ’04 and Andrew Leiterman ’95,
Nov. 13, 2010. They live in Howard, Wis.
2004 Erin Brogan and Antoine Byrd, July 3, 2011. They live
in Lewisville, Texas.

From the heart

1957 Sandra Sauvey, of Green Bay, died Jan. 5, 2012, at
the age of 76. She was an active member of the Abbey
Belles Gardening Club and Green Bay Botanical Garden, in
addition to being the president of the Women’s Organization
of the Oneida Golf and Riding Club. She is survived by her
husband, Raymond, and three children.

Through a foundation born of her family’s tragic loss,
one alum strives to spare other parents the worst grief imaginable.

1960 Glenn Schiebel, of Combined Locks, Wis., died Feb. 1,
2012, at the age of 82. He entered the U.S. Air Force in 1947
and later taught at Kimberly High School for more than 25
years. He is survived by his wife, Marge, and five children.
1969 Craig Johnson, of Greenfield, Wis., died Jan. 3, 2012,
at the age of 64. He is survived by his daughters, Kim and
Erin.
1985 Adriana Haddad, of Chicago, died Jan. 7, 2012, at the
age of 48. She was an avid Chicago Cubs fan who realized
her dream of working at Wrigley Field. She is survived by her
husband, Khalil, and two children.
1994 Doris Vincent, of Allouez, Wis., died Jan. 22, 2012,
at the age of 61. She served as pastoral associate at
multiple parishes in Green Bay and was appointed
associate director of the diocesan Curia in 2004. She is
survived by her husband, Michael, and daughter, Katie.
1998 Jennifer Vickery, of Appleton, Wis., died March 7,
2012, at the age of 35. She received her doctoral degree
in medicine from the University of Wisconsin-Madison
and practiced with ThedaCare. She is survived by her two
children and their father, Tom Lemerande.

Class Notes

2004 Jill Schmidt and Nathaniel Meyer ’04, July 23, 2011.
They live in Wauwatosa, Wis.

1957 Robert Pozza has been honored with the Jaskwhich
Lifetime Coaching Award for his service to football at
Tremper (Wis.) High School.

2007 Dave and Stacey Nitka, July 22, 2011. They live in
Chicago.

1961 Karl Van Roy will retire from the Wisconsin State
Assembly after five terms.

2007 Amanda Fischer and Robert Eskola, Oct. 1, 2011.
They live in West Bend, Wis.

1969 Pat Riordan has been elected chairman of the Cellular
Telecommunications and Internet Association.

2003 Jessica (Wirth) and Jeff Flynt, Kaukauna, Wis., a son,
Anthony, Nov. 4, 2011.

2010 Sarah Petraitis and Ian Halverson ’08, Sept. 17,
2011. They live in Sheboygan, Wis.

1972 The Rev. Richard Getchel has been named pastor of
St. Mary and St. Francis parishes in De Pere.

2003 Rebekah (West) and Ryan Kalita, Chicago, a son,
Owen, Jan. 22, 2012.

Obituaries

1973 In her retirement, Linda (Schommer) Mohr is
volunteering in Pursat, Cambodia, for five months with
Sustainable Cambodia. She works on fair trade and
corporate and student sponsorship programs.

2002 Adriana (Nigrelli) and David Behr, Denver, Colo.,
a son, Maximilian Kolbe, Jan. 4, 2012.
2002 Kristina (Callan) and Scott Rollo, Menasha, Wis.,
a son, Nolan Edward, Jan. 13, 2012. Nolan joins brother
Brennan, 3.

2004 Mandi (Gabriel) and Matt Owens, Batavia, Ill.,
a daughter, Magnolia, Sept. 12, 2011.
2004 Erica (Martzke) and Jonathan Novak, De Pere, a son,
Carter Lee, Sept. 14, 2011.
2004 Chrissy (Francis) Boros, Arlington Heights, Ill., a son,
Patrick, Sept. 22, 2011.
2005 Courtney (Stecker) and Richard Hall ’04, South Elgin,
Ill., a son, Murphy John, July 4, 2011.
2005 Ellen (Butzer) and Gregory Kaye ’05, Fredonia, N.Y.,
a son, Charles, Dec. 15, 2011.
2005 Jessica (Novitsky) and Reed Brubaker, Western
Springs, Ill., a daughter, Hayden Elizabeth, Jan. 20, 2012.
2006 Sarah (Decker) and Brian Kurzynski ’05, Monticello,
Minn., a daughter, Lucy Isabelle, Aug. 8, 2011.
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2007 Aaryn (Miller) and Corey Faust, Fond du Lac, Wis.,
a son, Grant Benjamin, Dec. 15, 2011.

1957 Paul Effinger, of Olathe, Kan., died Jan. 2, 2012,
at the age of 76. He taught at Milwaukee West and South
Division high schools for 30 years. He is survived by his
wife, Shirley, and three children.
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1947 Vincent Fonder, of Green Bay, died Feb. 3, 2012,
at the age of 91. He had a long career at Premontre
High School, where he taught social studies and history,
announced football and basketball games, and assisted
with school musicals. He is survived by his brother, Bob,
and sister, Pat.
1947 William Hoffmann, of Brookfield, Wis., died on Jan.
29, 2008, at the age of 88. He is survived by his daughter,
Barbara.
1954 Charles Kralovec, of Caspian, Mich., died Feb. 9,
2012, at the age of 79. He served in the U.S. Army as a
medical aid during World War II. He later earned a master’s
degree in education from Northern Michigan University and
worked in the Stambaugh Public Township school district
for 36 years. He was preceded in death by his wife, Yvonne,
after 46 years of marriage.
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1974 Mary (Wirtz) Northrup has published the book
“Picture Books for Children: Fiction, Folktales, and Poetry.”
1976 Robert Burns has been named one of Wisconsin Law
Journal’s 2012 Leaders in the Law. Burns is an attorney
with Davis and Kuelthau S.C.
1976 Patricia Vickman has accepted a position as
superintendent of the Southern Door School District.
1976 Mary Harp-Jirschele has received the 2011
Exceptional Mentor Award from the Fox Cities Chamber
of Commerce and Industry.
1977 Jake Czarnik-Neimeyer has been promoted to vice
president for advancement and external relations at Silver
Lake College of the Holy Family in Manitowoc, Wis.

By Laurie Kaiser

but thought everyone felt that way.
“Now, I feel I can do cardiovascular
ary Beth (Gilling)
activities for a lot longer and feel
Schewitz ’74 knew
better.”
nothing about sudden
Doctors told Nelson if he hadn’t
cardiac death in young people until
had the surgery he would have
the terrible September morning in
fatigued very easily as he got older
2005 when her 20-year-old son Max
and could have died if he went scuba
died of an unknown heart irregularity.
or deep-sea diving.
“There were no warning signs,”
“The most surprising aspect is
Schewitz says. Max had always been
how long it is taking the medical
vibrant, adventurous and healthy.
community to embrace widespread
Today Schewitz, a Lake Bluff,
EKG screenings,” Schewitz says.
Ill., resident, has not only become
“This in an inexpensive, noninvasive
something of an expert on the
test to administer.”
underlying heart conditions that kill
Because EKGs are not
an estimated 4,000 people under
performed on seemingly healthy
age 35 each year; she’s also doing
young adults, Schewitz’s husband,
everything she can to prevent such
David, a physician with a busy
tragedies.
practice, suggested that they start the
Through Screens for Teens,
foundation. “I knew that meant me,”
part of the nonprofit Max Schewitz
she says with a laugh. At the time,
Foundation she founded in 2006,
however, she was working full time
a team of medical personnel and
as a geriatric social worker, caring
volunteers has administered more
for her second son and daughter, and
than 28,000 free electrocardiogram
knew little about running a nonprofit
Mary Beth (Gilling) Schewitz ’74 is saving young lives with a program
(EKG) screenings to high school
organization. None of that stopped
that facilitates free EKG screening in high schools and colleges.
Photo courtesy of Catherine Ledner her.
and college students throughout the
Chicago suburbs. The foundation also
“I thought if I had the ability to
spreads awareness of both the risk of sudden cardiac death in young do something to prevent other parents from experiencing the same
people and the preventive value of EKG screenings.
loss we did, I should do it,” she says.
“While an immediate response to a witnessed adult cardiac
Schewitz quickly learned about fundraising, purchasing
arrest improves the chances of survival, the vast majority will die,”
equipment and overseeing a cadre of volunteers. She says the
Schewitz says. “The need to detect at-risk youth before they are
liberal arts education she received at St. Norbert, where she
stricken is paramount.”
majored in sociology and psychology, helped her consider different
Although most students show no signs of heart problems,
paths and pursue new opportunities. She has since resigned from
Schewitz’s team has detected students with previously unknown,
her job to focus all her attention on the foundation.
serious cardiac conditions at every test school.
“I see the value in giving back,” she says. “You may not
Logan Nelson, a 19-year-old college freshman, was one of
realize the rewards that come from the accomplishments of
them. After he had an EKG at Vernon Hills High School his
providing service until later.”
junior year, he received a letter at home urging him to see a
Many national media outlets have recognized Schewitz’s
cardiologist for a follow-up exam. That test revealed an atrial septal efforts. Real Simple named her one of its Everyday Heroes;
deformity – a hole between the left and right side of the heart.
Traditional Home Magazine honored her with a Classic Woman
He had open-heart surgery to correct it.
Award; and People Magazine and Major League Baseball named
“I had no clue,” says Nelson, who played several sports in
her one of three finalists in their All Stars Among Us contest, in
high school. He had experienced shortness of breath after exercise
which she represented the Chicago Cubs.
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1979 Mary Hatton has retired after nearly 30 years as
finance director for the village of Mundelein, Ill.
1979 Mary Bernbrock has accepted a position as
marketing manager for Home Care Assistance of Wisconsin,
a provider of in-home care for seniors.
1980 Tim Hinkfuss is a Brown County Circuit Court judge.
1981 Mary Jean (Northey) Zaino is the director of beforeand after-school care for St. Cletus School in La Grange, Ill.
1983 Melanie Radzicki McManus has won a Lowell Thomas
Travel Journalism Award from the Society of American Travel
Writers Foundation for her Minneapolis Star Tribune article
on caring for elephants in Thailand. McManus has also
released through Sutro Media an app guide to Spain’s Via
de la Plata pilgrimage trail.
1984 Christie (Linskens) Christie authored “What
Critiques Have Been Made of the Socratic Method in Legal
Education?” It appeared in the European Journal of Law
Reform. Christie is a staff attorney at the Legal Aid Society
of Milwaukee Inc., an adjunct professor at Marquette
University Law School and Moraine Park Technical College,
and a Ph.D. student in urban education at the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

opened Paul Mitchell School in Ashwaubenon, Wis.

Rent-A-Car in Milwaukee.

1993 Tim Styka has been promoted by the Menasha Police
Commission to serve as the city’s next police chief.

2009 Brian Lueth, who previously worked for the De Pere
Area Chamber of Commerce, has accepted a position at
Executive Directors Incorporated as the company’s global
program manager for the Scoliosis Research Society. He is
based in Milwaukee.

1995 Matt MacLean was quoted in a November 2011 article
in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel about Ziegler Lotsoff
Capital Management’s acquisition of Red Granite Advisors,
which he co-founded.
1995 Michelle (Bougie) Topetzes, who previously worked
at Learning Resources, has accepted a position as
e-marketing manager at Harley-Davidson in Milwaukee.
1998 Sara (Curtis) Schumacher celebrated eight years of
employment with Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin in March
2012. She is a child advocacy center manager.
1998 Peter Biver and his skating partner, Rita Fehr,
qualified for the 2012 U.S. Figure Skating Championships in
San Jose, Calif. The duo skated in the national senior pairs
competition.
1999 Bridget Mackey practices general dentistry in
Cambridge, Mass. She is also a clinical instructor in
operative dentistry at the Tufts University School of Dental
Medicine in Boston.

1985 Beth (David) Griffin joined MasterCard in August 2011
as a global business leader in health care and insurance.

2002 Carrie (Flood) Sand has received the Herb Kohl
Educational Fellowship Award for 2011-12. The award
recognizes educators who inspire a love of learning in their
students, motivate others, and lead and serve within and
outside the classroom. Sand is the district literacy specialist
for the school district of Mishicot, Wis.

1986 Ken Ericson has been named director of
communications at Xerox in Washington, D.C.

2004 Mary Crow is a research/technical marketing
associate for Irwin Naturals.

1987 Beth (Goard) Agen has accepted a position as
chief performance officer at Urgent Care of Connecticut
in Brookfield, Conn. She has also completed an M.B.A. at
Liberty University and has begun a Ph.D. in management at
Walden University.

2005 Stephanie McCarthy has been ordained to the
priesthood in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
She will serve at Calvary Lutheran in Willmar, Minn.

1984 Christopher Griggs has been promoted to photometric
technician and is assisting in the testing of green lighting
technology at LexaLite.

1988 Chris Jack has been promoted to vice president of
professional certification with the American Hotel & Lodging
Educational Institute.

2006 The Rev. William Brunner was ordained to the
Catholic priesthood on June 25, 2011, in Green Bay. He
is currently serving in Antigo, Wis., as the parochial vicar
of the parishes of St. John the Evangelist, Sts. Mary and
Hyacinth, and St. Wenceslaus.

1988 Lori (Langer) Paul is the director of the recently

2006 Dustin Willette is an account executive for Enterprise

Tadashi Yamamoto ’60 (center) translates for
President Lyndon B. Johnson in 1970.
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Singing to the choir
Student musicians join the song, enhancing worship at the abbey

2009 Lucas Keberlein is currently a student at the Naval
Nuclear Power Training Command in Charleston, S.C. He
graduated from Navy boot camp on Feb. 10, 2012, as an
honor recruit for Division 068.
2010 Samuel Sleger teaches written business English
at the Dekodesign Academy in Munich, Germany.
2010 Kayla Rentmeester has been promoted to account
coordinator at FulfillNet, Green Bay.
2010 Amie Arnoldussen has received the Governor’s Service
Award for her efforts to fight poverty in Wisconsin as an
AmeriCorps VISTA participant. Arnoldussen developed a
mentoring program that paired St. Norbert students with
local third graders, many of whom are living in poverty.
n Christopher Cahlamer ’00 has been elected a
shareholder in the law firm Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. and Jason
Sanders ’04 has received a 2011 Fellowship in Law from
the same firm. This summer, Sanders will graduate with a
master’s degree in interdisciplinary studies from Western
New Mexico University.
n Chris Koszuta ’01 and Lyle Landowski ’04 have been
named by The Business Journal of Milwaukee among the
Forty Under 40 who represent the future of community
leadership in southeastern Wisconsin. Koszuta was
recognized for his work with the Hal Leonard Corporation,
and for his outstanding contributions to his community.
Landowski was recognized for his work with Inland
Companies.
And Theresa (Meiners) Andre ’01 has been named to
InBusiness Magazine’s 2012 “40 Under 40” list of business
leaders in the Greater Madison area. Andre, who is currently
senior counsel at Foley & Lardner LLP, was recognized for
her pro bono work with the Wisconsin Innocence Project.

Philanthropic visionary dies in Tokyo
An ambassador from the start, Tadashi
Yamamoto ’60 was one of the first students from
Japan to visit the United States after World War
II. He was to become a key figure in JapaneseAmerican relations.
Yamamoto, who died April 15 at the age
of 76, was decorated by Queen Elizabeth II and
honored by his own government in 2011. On the
latter occasion, David Rockefeller, patriarch of
the Rockefeller family, said, “I cannot think of
anyone … who has worked harder – and longer!
– to underscore the importance of maintaining
close relations between Japan and other countries
around the world.”
Thomas S. Foley, former speaker of the U.S.
House and former U.S. ambassador to Japan,

No t e S

said “I know of no more important individual in
Japan or the United States who is so effective in
strengthening our bilateral ties.”
Yamamoto, founder and president of
the Japan Center for Cultural Exchange, was
described by the Wall Street Journal as “a leading
member of the generation of ‘wise men’ who rose
to prominence and influence, working to maintain
friendly relations between the two allies during
periods of trade tension.”
As a student at St. Norbert, Yamamoto
served John F. Kennedy a glass of milk in the
cafeteria while the then-presidential nominee
was campaigning in the state. Later, he was to
refer to this encounter as igniting his interest in
public service.

This year’s Abbey Singers included, left to right, Matt Christoff ’14, Tessa August ’12, Nikki Schommer ’14, Lauren Belanger ’14, Timothy Van Eperen ’13 and Dave Carroll ’12.
By Kim (Lopas) Sullivan ’95

F

or a select group of student singers, coming together in the
lofty space afforded by St. Norbert Abbey has given them the
chance to experience a professional working context under
the guidance of the abbey’s director of music and liturgy.
The Abbey Singers of St. Norbert College is a professional,
paid group of students who perform every other Sunday at the
abbey’s 10 a.m. Mass. The group sings a sizable repertoire that
ranges from plainsong to the polyphony of the Renaissance, from
traditional African pieces to gospel music.
David Carroll ’12, a non-traditional student who has been
earning his teaching certificate at St. Norbert, is a founding
member of the Abbey Singers. He brings with him a breadth
of experience, making him both a member and a mentor of
the group. Carroll says, “This group is expected to arrive at its
rehearsals ready to sing a piece from start to finish. You don’t learn
notes while you’re in rehearsals. That is what we mean when we
say a professional choir.”
The group is in its second year and is led by Michael Frisch,
O.Praem., director of music and liturgy at the abbey. The
ensemble emerged following a discussion among music-loving
Norbertines. The Rev. Jay Fostner, O.Praem., ’84 (Mission
and Student Affairs) worked out the funding details while Frisch
initiated the collaboration with the college’s Sarah Parks (Music)
to spread the word to students.
Parks says the students have reaped benefits from high

expectations. “In this situation, the Abbey Singers are also part of
the choral program, so that level of moving directly into the music
and taking on personal responsibility comes right back to our
program because the students are much more independent in their
learning process.”
Students who might aspire to become Abbey Singers are also
motivated, says Parks. They work to become better readers and
stronger singers and to show that level of independence that is now
expected within the ensemble.
The 2011-12 group included Carroll, Tessa August ’12,
Lauren Belanger ’14, Matt Christoff ’14, Derek Luckow ’13,
Timothy Van Eperen ’13 and Nikki Schommer ’14.
August, a vocal performance major, says: “We’re balancing
this performance group on the side while six of us are also in
classes and one of us is student-teaching. So, it has really helped me
prioritize better and has built up my own repertoire, which is great
because, as a music major, a lot of times you do end up working in
churches.”
Hearing the group perform at the abbey church, known for its
rich and resonant acoustics, is an astounding experience, according
to Frisch: “It’s quite beautiful, what they can do in our church.”
The Rev. James B. Herring, O.Praem., prior and vicar of
the abbey, adds: “Having the Abbey Singers participate in liturgy
here at the abbey certainly enhances our liturgical experience for
both those who come to celebrate the Mass and the presiders as
well. And of course, as St. Augustine would say, singing is twice
praying.”
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2011-12 for the books
Football
7-3 overall, 7-2 MWC, 3rd in conference

One year, three national titles

It all adds up

Volleyball
26-8 overall, 9-0 MWC, Conference Champion,
NCAA Division III Tournament First Round
Men’s Soccer
2-14-1 overall, 2-6-1 MWC, T8th in conference
Women’s Soccer
11-8-1 overall, 7-1-1 MWC,
Conference Champion
Women’s Tennis
15-7 overall, 4-0 MWC North,
2nd in conference
Cross Country
Women 3rd in conference.
Men 6th in conference
Women’s Golf
5th in conference
Men’s Basketball
16-9 overall, 12-6 MWC, 3rd in conference
Women’s Basketball
19-5 overall, 17-1 MWC, Conference Champion
Men’s Ice Hockey
21-5-5 overall, 12-4-2 NCHA, Conference
Champion, NCAA Division III Champion
Women’s Ice Hockey
13-14 overall, 11-9 NCHA, 7th in NCHA
Indoor Track
Women 3rd in conference.
Men 3rd in conference
Outdoor Track
Women 2nd in conference.
Men 2nd in conference
Men’s Tennis
5-13 overall, 2-1 MWC North, 6th in conference
Men’s Golf
T2nd in conference
Women’s Softball
18-20 overall, 6-2 MWC North, Conference
Champion, NCAA Division III Regional
Baseball
27-13 overall, 14-2 MWC North, Conference
Champion, NCAA Division III Regional

Emily Schudrowitz ’12

By Mike Dauplaise ’84

I

t was a great season to be a Green
Knight. St. Norbert College garnered
two national titles in May to add
to hockey’s 2012 NCAA Division III
championship banner, won in March.
Emily Schudrowitz ’12 won
her second national 800-meter track
championship and Justin Johnson ’15
captured the 110-meter high hurdles title,
while the men’s hockey team won its third
national title in five years.
Schudrowitz captured her second
national championship with a thrilling
come-from-behind victory in Claremont,
Calif., nipping Coe College’s Keelie
Finnel at the tape in a school-record time
of 2:07.44. Schudrowitz, who won the
indoor 800 title in 2010, overcame injury
issues early in the season to become the
second Green Knight female to win gold
in the 800, joining Ashley Graybill ‘09
in 2009. “Emily always comes up with
a big performance at a clutch time,” says
her coach, Don Augustine. That’s the
intangible that you can’t coach. A lot of
kids back down when the pain sets in,
but she thrives on that.”

Justin Johnson ’15

Schudrowitz led through the first
lap, but found herself in fourth place
coming off the final turn of the two-lap
race. That’s when she found another gear,
making up about 15 meters on the final
straight to win by a foot.
“I definitely had to run more
aggressively than I was used to, but I was
prepared for that,” Schudrowitz says. “I
had gone over every scenario for the race
in my mind and had been visualizing it for
months. I figured out that if I tell myself
I’m going to do something, it usually
happens the way I want.”
Johnson overpowered the field in the
110-meter high hurdles, winning the final
by almost a full half-second. His time of
13.79 seconds broke a 19-year-old NCAA
Division III record and, while routing the
field, he posted a provisional qualifying
time for the U.S. Olympic Trials.
“I had one of my better starts of the
year,” Johnson says. “My goal was to run
13.86 and win it, but I didn’t expect to
break the record.”
Johnson, who also is a safety on
the football team, used his 6-foot-3,
195-pound frame to adjust to the taller

college hurdle height of 42 inches after a
rocky start to the season. “The sky’s the
limit for Justin,” Augustine says. “The
hurdles are such a rhythm race, and you
have to be able to control your speed
between the hurdles. That’s what he did
extremely well at the national meet, and
that’s what allowed
Web Extras him to run the time
he did.”
Schudrowitz and
Earlier in the
Johnson talk about
year,
the Green
their national titles.
snc.edu/go/magazine Knights found their
form on the ice after
a 7-4-4 start to the season, going 14-1-1
down the stretch and capping it off with
a 4-1 victory over Oswego State in the
national championship game. The Lake
Placid, N.Y., victory made St. Norbert
only the third program in Division III
history to win consecutive national
championships.
“We graduated 11 seniors who played
in the 2011 national championship game,
so we had no way to know what we had
to start this season,” states Coach Tim
Coghlin. “We knew we were going to
have some growing pains, but we liked
our recruits and thought we would be very

competitive. [The rough start] was all part
of the process.”
The Green Knights’ special teams
made the difference during the tournament
run. The power-play unit scored on
57 percent of its opportunities during a
key stretch of the NCHA tournament,
eventually leading to the Peters Cup
title and an automatic bid to the national
tournament. (The Knights also brought
home the title banner in 2008. On its way
to this year’s title, St. Norbert notched
up its 13th Northern Collegiate Hockey
Association title in 16 years and its 10th
NCHA Peters Cup Playoffs crown.)
Johan Ryd ’12 was named NCHA
Player of the Year, while freshman
goaltender David Jacobson ’15 earned
the Frozen Four’s Most Outstanding Player
honor. With only four seniors graduating
from the 26-man roster, Coghlin admits
expectations will be high for the Green
Knights next season.
“The way we manage the team will
be 100 percent opposite next year,” he says.
“This group of seniors will have played in
three consecutive national championship
finals, and now the roster is littered with
kids wearing national championship rings.”
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Three national champions.
Six conference titles. Four Academic
All-Americans. Add those numbers to equal
another well-rounded and successful year for
St. Norbert’s student-athletes.
The Green Knights racked up 180 wins
during the 2011-02 school year, the fifth time
in six years they have reached that plateau.
Fifteen of St. Norbert’s 20 sports finished in
the top three in their conference standings.
St. Norbert also earned the Midwest
Conference women’s all-sports trophy for the
fifth time in six years, and won it in thrilling
fashion. The Green Knights entered the
Midwest Conference Outdoor Track and Field
Championship at Schneider Stadium in need
of a second-place team finish to eke past
Monmouth College by one-half point to claim
the trophy. St. Norbert and Carroll University
entered the final event of the meet – the 4 x
400-meter relay – tied in the team standings.
The foursome of Katherine Larson ’12,
Megan Domnick ’12, Erin McShea ’13 and
Emily Schudrowitz ’12 won the event with
a conference-record time of 3:58.40 to secure
the all-sports title.
Baseball set a school record with 27
wins and also claimed its first Midwest
Conference title since 2003. The Green
Knights also won their first NCAA Division
III Tournament game, a 5-0 shutout of
Concordia University Chicago backed by a
complete-game effort from Josh Honzik ’13.
Women’s softball won its third Midwest
Conference crown in four years with an
extra-inning win over Carroll in the league
tournament. The Green Knights also won an
NCAA Tournament game but were eliminated
in a 1-0 loss despite a no-hitter spun by
Shannen Schmidt ’13.
Women’s volleyball won their 12th
Midwest Conference title this year and
advanced to the NCAA Tournament before
losing to No. 1-ranked Calvin College.
Women’s basketball won its 10th conference
title and women’s soccer claimed its eighth,
but neither team advanced to the NCAA
Tournament.
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Summer’s here
Though the bustle of the regular semester is absent, the summer season
brings a host of new sounds and sights to campus. For details of these
events and more, visit the online listings at www.snc.edu/calendar.
July 10- Aug. 7
July 18-29

Knights on the Fox: 10th annual Tuesday evening series
of outdoor concerts
Music Theatre presents “The Sound of Music”

Aug. 26

Convocation, Mass of the Holy Spirit, campus-wide picnic
and fireworks

Sept. 13

“The Premonstratensians in Medieval Ireland,” a lecture
by Miriam Clyne of University College, Dublin

Sept. 21-23

SNC Day and Family Weekend

Sept. 22 - Oct. 18

Biennial Art Faculty Exhibition

Oct. 2

Miller Lecture by Amy-Jill Levine, professor of New
Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt University

Oct. 8-12

Heritage Days Celebration

Oct. 12-14

Homecoming Weekend

Oct. 26

Autumn Band Concert

